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This extraordinary place we live in never fails to uplift and inspire. Looking east along Somers Beach.
By Jen, The Bridge.

Made possible by...

Heartfelt Thanks to the Bridge’s wonderful new co-‘GOLD’ SPONSORS!!

Hello Everyone!
Welcome to the February/March edition of The Bridge – both online and in
print – at last! We have exciting news to share with you all – we have 2 new
Sponsors, Gold Sponsors in fact, because not only are they supporting The
Bridge, but the whole of the community via covering costs of advertising.
We are amazed by their huge hearts. See them on the page opposite!
Well, it’s meant to be summer, but honestly, clothing for every season has
been living on the bedroom chair for ages!! Of course, it’s a small ‘hardship’
next to all the difficulties so many have faced, in fact, probably all of us, in
one way or another, as a result of COVID-19 in our world. Hopefully we will
see this virus continue to be erased throughout all populations this year.
We wish to thank all the Hero Sponsors who have generously supported The
Bridge over the years – you have all contributed to The Bridge’s longevity
and without you, there wouldn’t be this valuable resource in our rich and
varied community.
Please take a look especially at the Crib Point Community House’s new
Achievement Awards, on page 29, recognising amazing activities of some of
our young people.
We wish everyone a healthy, safe, positive and satisfying Feb and March –
may this year bring everyone much peace and happiness. Ali and Jen xx
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We would like to acknowledge the traditional
owners of this land, the Boon Wurrung and
Bunurong language groups of the Kulin Nation.
We would like to pay our respects to their
elders, past, present and future.
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The Bridge has new ‘Gold’ Sponsors!!
It is our great pleasure to announce to you all, our wonderful community, that The Bridge
has entered an amazing sponsorship collaboration: Not only will all of the running
costs of the magazine be paid for, but the cost of all the advertising placed by members
of the community will be covered also!!
‘Who are these Community-minded angels of generosity?’ you ask!
Our very own Balnarring and District Community Bank AND The Coast Real Estate.

The whole Team at the Bridge are so grateful and excited that not only can we move ahead
without any thoughts of finances, but The Bridge becomes a true resource for the whole
Community as a platform for advertising free of charge. THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

Above: The people behind the new Sponsorship...
From left at back: Greg Hood, Branch Manager, Balnarring and District Community Bank ;
Glenys Wandmaker, Customer Relationship Officer, Balnarring and District Community Bank;
David Wright, Director, The Coast Real Estate.
At front: Jackie Wright, Coastal and Lifestyle Property Specialist, The Coast Real Estate;
Egidio Poci, Sales and Rentals, The Coast Real Estate.
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February

March

4th Jason
6th Matt Wood
9th Jasmine Wigley
9th Julia Merrington
11th Terry Mulcahy
12th Christian O’Toole
13th Bec Davis
13th We remember Jane Featherston
18th Deirdre McLean
19th Jo Treweek
20th Daryl Gordon
25th Suzi Callender
26th Neil Adams
27th Grant Bradbury
27th Dr Tiv Nirmalaan

3rd Ronnie Little
5th Adam Harris
7th Audrey Russo
7th Hope Ryan
8th Harry Mussel
14th Crystal Fieldhouse
17th Paul Olson
19th Danni Josephine
21st Frank De Backer
22nd Steve Haylock
25th Jeff Fortuyn
27th Sophie Douglas
28th Mimi De Backer
28th Vince Cafici

To add a name t o community birthdays, email info@bridgemag.com.au

February and March 2021
Inspirational Angel Cards for the Community
Uplifting
Sparkle
How can you weave these into your
day to support and empower you?
Source: Newly published Inspirational Angel Cards, by
Simon Bunyevich, Somers.

Who do you appreciate in our community and why?
Email submissions of appreciation, & birthdays in our community,
to: info@bridgemag.com.au or
Post to: The Bridge, PO Box 248, Balnarring 3926
Would you like to receive a digital copy of The BRIDGE in your email inbox?
Email info@bridgemag.com.au “subscribe” in the subject line.
Want to contribute to The Bridge? For deadline reminders, email
info@bridgemag.com.au with “deadline reminders” in the subject line.
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David Gill Councillor for Red Hill ward.

Happy New Year!
Hopefully 2021 brings back some normality.
 Walk up ‘meet your Red Hill Ward local councillor’ coffee shop sessions
in our Villages will start soon. Please look out for notices and come with
your views and questions.
 There are 17 distinct communities in Red Hill Ward most with an
association or ‘Friends of group’ representing the interests of their area.
I am looking to help start a Community Association in Balnarring.
Please contact me if you are interested in joining others already
interested in collectively putting your views to Council and government
organisations.
 The State Government has just changed the regulations to further
enable the shooting of kangaroos for human consumption. They already
allow mass shooting on the Peninsula which is a great concern to many
local wildlife carers.
 There is support on Council to save money by closing the Mobile Library
Bus Service in Red Hill ward. With no library or other community services
available within our ward I am looking for your support to save this
valuable service. Delivering a book to the door is not the same as the
social interaction achieved by the Mobile Library.
 ‘Snap, Send. Solve’ is an easy way to get action on many local problems
including maintenance, flooding, fallen tree removal… just look for the
app in your phone’s app store then snap a photo
of the problem and it will be automatically
sent to Council with the location.
No need to write anything at all!
 If you have a local noxious weed infestation including pine tree problems
on your nearby Council controlled road reserve please give me the exact
details. Council is increasing much needed control measures and it is
great to be able to present evidence of the problem.
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It is a shame that no effort is made by the State Government or the local State
member to remove weeds from state controlled Peninsula roads. Weeds on
Balnarring road are allowed to spread into productive farming properties as
well as destroying the local character along this and many other VicRoad
roadsides.
 Council is preparing a new Covid 19 small business package and other
measures to assist in our local recovery efforts.
Always pleased to receive your feedback.
Stay safe.
Regards,
David
david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Now taking bookings for a new
“Kid’s Karate Beginner’s Class”

Feb / March 2021
CALL

“SHIHAN” PETER SMEDLEY- 5th DEGREE BLACK BELT

0418 319 064

CLASSES EVERY WEEK FOR ADULTS,TEENAGERS AND CHILDREN.

www.peninsulazdk.com
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Please Note:

Save Westernport
Please refer to the Save Westernport website:
www.savewesternport.org
for all the up-to-the-moment news and information
from Julia and team.

9

10

The 2021 school year is underway!
As the new school year begins the Balnarring Primary learning community looks
ahead, with confidence, to a successful 2021.
At the same time the community warmly welcomes Nicky Walker to the Principal
position.
Nicky is the school’s third Principal since it re-opened in its current location in 1990.
The first Principal was Mr Graeme Sweatman who worked tirelessly with the
community to oversee the establishment of the new school and the creation of the
amazing wetlands.
Ms Rhonda Stephens took over the reins in 2003 when Graeme retired.
Rhonda’s passion for best practice in teaching and learning and a focus at all times
on the students, furthered the excellent reputation of the school.
Rhonda retired during 2020.
Nicky met briefly with all classes during the last week of the 2020 school year to let
the students know how excited she was to be their new principal.
Having spoken briefly with Nicky the staff are also excited and look forward to
working closely with her as she brings her knowledge, expertise and passion for
education to further enrich the school’s vision.
On Thursday 28th January the staff welcomed 395 students into their new classes.
There are 17 classes this year.
Three foundation classes, two Year 1 classes, two Year 2 classes and a Year 1/2 class
make up the Junior School. The Senior School has two classes in each of the Year
levels 3 – 6 as well as a 3/4 composite class.
Specialist programs will again be offered in Physical Education, Science, Japanese and
Performing Arts.
As the whiteboard in the staffroom begins to fill with welcoming activities we are
hopeful that we will be able to invite our many community classroom helpers back
into the school.
Just as our new families - and new staff - begin their relationship with the school we
would like to invite any member of the wider Balnarring community interested in
becoming involved in the life of the school to make contact with us.
If you have some spare time to volunteer and are interested in supporting children in
their education journey we would love to hear from you. (If you would prefer to get
involved whilst working outdoors our garden beds would love to hear from you too!)
Please contact me at the school on 5931 4444 if you would like to learn more about
how you can join our school community in 2021.
We look forward to a happy, successful school year, hopefully on-site!
Sandy O’Meara - Assistant Principal,
Balnarring Primary School.
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2021 Festival: March 13th at Robertson Park, Balnarring Beach
Plans are well underway for the 2021 festival. The committee are working hard at bringing
you an amazing event that brings the cultures of First Peoples to Balnarring.
As you can imagine, we have had to consider the current climate with Covid restrictions. As
this is an outdoor event it makes the logistics a little bit easier. We are applying for a Covid
event permit which includes a Covid event safe plan.
We will be asking everyone to enter via the gate into Robertson Park as they will be required
to scan a QR code and sanitise before they enter the site. Of course if anyone has any
symptoms they will be asked to not enter. Because we anticipate it will take longer for
people to come through the gates we are opening the gates at 10am.Welcome to Country will
take place at 11am which we hope everyone is able to participate in.
This year's event will be spread out widely across the reserve to assist in decreasing the
number of people gathering in the one place – this will add to the adventure of the day. We
will be asking people to be very aware of social distancing and when this is not possible,
please wear face masks.
Universal access – a social story about the festival can be accessed on the website.
https://balnarringfestival.com.au/ We have access to an all-terrain wheel chair – if you
would like to use this please let us know. Also let us know if there is anything we can do to
assist you in participating in the festival.
Interested in volunteering or joining the committee?
We have people involved from across the Peninsula and Melbourne helping to shape the
festival. If you would like to be involved please come along to the next meeting (9th February
at Balnarring Preschool 7pm) or call us on 5983 5803 or contact us via email
womindjekabalnarringngargee@gmail.com.
If you are interested in volunteering here is the link
https://forms.gle/fkcMkgDrQsqAP6AV6
We look forward to gathering with the community once again on 13th March.
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Balnarring Bowls & Social Club Inc
The Board of Directors and Members of BB&SC send warm wishes for a happy
and successful 2021. We survived the difficulties that 2020 presented and happily
report that our bowling members are back playing Pennant against other Morn
Pen Bowls Clubs. Our bowlers are an active and competitive bunch and are
delighted to be back bowling after going months without!
Barefoot Bowls is also back and we welcome local families and visitors to join in
this fun activity. Each Friday afternoon from 5, the bowls are ready and waiting
on the Green, shoes are removed and the action commences. For those who need
a little instruction, there is always a bowling member present to assist.
Danny, the Club’s Chair, makes a mean burger and the aroma of sausages,
onions and the hamburgers cooking wafts from the barbecue and encourages
bowlers to leave the green. Kathy conducts raffles and Toby spins the wheel
while Frank oversees the fun. It costs $5 for adults to bowl, members and kids are
free and prices are low for the cool drinks from the bar. New friendships are
formed and the kids are especially happy when the free icypoles appear.
Barefoot on a Friday – no better way to end a busy week.
BB&SC is not just for bowlers and we encourage our community to discover the
club. The bar opens at 4pm every day, tea and coffee are available and you’ll
always find a friendly person to chat with.
“Books not Bowls” is a monthly event at the Club. Great books are offered as the
current month’s reading and then discussed when we meet over a glass of wine
and some cheese. (See advertisement in this edition of The Bridge for further
information on the best book club going around!)
The Bowls Club has also opened its doors to the fortnightly Balnarring Muso
Night, due to the temporary closure of Balnarring Hall. If you haven’t
experienced an open mic session, this is a great place to start. Amazing talent,
lots of fun and friendly people. Drinks are cheap from the bar (no BYO), but
bring a snack if you wish – and wear your dancing shoes! 7pm every second
Wednesday.
Last year’s lockdown was tough on so many people and we realised how
important it is to see friendly faces. The Club is a great meeting place for our
Community, where everyone’s welcome.
Suzie Powell
0418 312 718
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BALNARRING BOWLS & SOCIAL CLUB INC
Barefoot Bowls Fridays at 5pm
Barbecue, raffles, bar with drinks for kids and grownups
Fun competition on the Green
(coaching available for beginners)
Adults: $5
Free for members and kids
Follow us on Facebook … Balnarring Bowls & Social Club Inc
5983 1655

Books not Bowls
Balnarring’s Community Book Club
hosted @ Balnarring Bowls and Social Club
Why you should join a book club!
Reading is good for your brain.
Book clubs are sociable and prompt discussion with old or new
friends.
Reading books that you might not have otherwise read can expand
your horizons.
Books and cheese and wine go well together.
Book clubs are fun!
Our community book club is an inclusive experience in which our members
can get to know one another, make new friends, and of course enjoy
meaningful discussion about some great books.
Everyone is welcome – email: booksnbowls2@gmail.com or join our Facebook
group Balnarring Books not Bowls
Next Book Club - 7pm on 17th February 2021. Future dates on Facebook

Would you have a photograph of the former Balnarring
Railway Station among your old photos?
The Balnarring & District Historical Society is seeking any old photos that
show the train station, particularly one that might show the luggage scales that
were at the station. It might help verify the authenticity of weighing scales in
private ownership, to help prove whether or not they are a genuine piece of
local history.
Please contact 5983 5326 if you can assist.

Gutter Cleaning Specialists
Window Cleaning
Solar Panel Cleaning
Pressure Cleaning
(We can clean gutters with guards installed)

Special Offer for Bridge Readers
Book 2 of our services and we will give a 15%

Discount

PH: 0411 314 104
*$20m Liability Insurance * Staff are police checked & Height Safety Trained

www.gutterwiz.com.au
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Western Port Uniting Church Parish
(consisting of Balnarring, Crib Point and Hastings congregations)

Service Locations and Times for February & March - each Sunday.
Balnarring 10.45 am

Crib Point 9.00 am

Hastings 10.45 am

Church Locations
Balnarring
10 Balnarring Beach Road, Balnarring.
Crib Point
382 Stony Point Road, Crib Point.
Hastings
Cnr Marine Parade and Hodgins Road, Hastings.

Parish Contacts
Parish Minister
Parish Chairperson
Parish Secretary

Rev. Nigel McBrien
Margaret Baker
Colin Watt

0456 298 267
0400 096 669
0427 379 815

Parish Opportunity Shop
149 Disney Street, Crib Point
Trading Times: Tuesday to Friday 10.00 am to 3.30 pm and Saturday
9.30 am to 1.00 pm.

Diary Date:
World Day of Prayer - 5th March 2021 at Balnarring Uniting Church.
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Flinders District Lions Club
Dear Friends,
What a great year of events and fundraising we have ahead of us. The
Lions team is back on board, socially distancing and making sure we are all
safe.
•

Parking at Red Hill market will be on the 1st Saturday of each month
and we will be in attendance.

•

The 33rd Charity Golf Day is on March 1st, see details below and book
now for limited spaces.

•

Bring the family and kids and join in the wonderful atmosphere of the
Community Picnic on Saturday 13th March on the back beach and the

•

Flinders Motoring Heritage car event will be on Easter Sunday 4th
April, so book your cars by clicking on the link below.

We look forward to seeing you all.
Regards, from your Flinders District Lions Team

The 33rd Charity Golf Day on Monday March 1st
Happy New Year to one and all from the Flinders District Lions Golf team
who are preparing for another fun day of Golf, raising funds for charities and
other local causes.
Numbers are strictly limited and Covid restrictions will be in place with
social distancing, a QR code to scan on arrival along with available hand
sanitiser.
This will not stop us hosting a fun day on the magnificent Flinders Golf
Course.
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EARLY BIRD BOOKINGS NOW OPEN
Ambrose Competition
Flinders Golf Club, 1 Bass Street, Flinders
Men’s and Ladies’ - Shotgun Start @ 8.30am
followed by lunch, prize presentations, raffles and silent auction.
Proceeds go towards local charities and community projects supported
by the Flinders & District Lions Club.
Tickets are $85 per player and include green fees, refreshments on the
course as you play and a delicious lunch in the lovely Flinders Golf Club.
You will be able to book online for the following options:
1, 2, 3 or 4 people x $85 ticket per person.
You can nominate who you would like to play with and
you will be asked for your Golf Australia (GA) number.
If you don't have a handicap we will give you one on the day.
Just go to the site below and follow the prompts to book.
https://www.trybooking.com/BLWEW

Flinders Motoring Heritage
We are so pleased that we will be running the FLINDERS MOTORING
HERITAGE again this year. Book your car for a fun Easter Sunday event Sunday 4th April 2021
To book your car go to: https://www.trybooking.com/BOCKY
Or if you want to just visit the event and check out the wonderful displays
go to: https://www.trybooking.com/BOEEI

Community Picnic
Now that you have your new diary, SAVE THE DAY for the lovely Community
Picnic which will be held again on the back beach on 13th March 2021.

Our mailing address is: Flinders District Lions Club, PO Box 10, Flinders, VIC 3929
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FRIENDS of DAANGEAN (FOD)
The team was grounded in the March, April and May lockdown. Lockdown 2 in
July, August, September and October also totally stymied our work. There was
no chance of sneaking out to Devilbend to look about for orchids, birds or
anything else, and trying to pass it off as exercise.

Abundant Greenhoods MF

Red Coral Fungus MF

Saturday, June
27th was the
second bush
maintenance day
for the team (the
first being in
February). Five
of us toiled
joyfully amid the

pittos. Liz collared her husband Bryce to join us. I
hope he feels kindly towards us and comes again
in easier time! Sam Graham from PV, armed with
a chainsaw, cut a good swathe through the pitto
jungle. Oh the joy and vigour of youth!!
Yellow and red coral fungus was plentiful on the
forest floor, and occasional small patches of Earth
Stars. Oft times cries of “Watch for the fungus,
don’t stand on it!” were heard. Greenhoods were
flowering, with pink and white epacris popping
bright heads above the gahnia.
Two young lads
Epacris impressa MF
appeared with their bikes at knockoff time. They
were sent towards the chainsaw noise by their
father, who was standing by a joey caught in the
fence. Luckily Liz had wire cutters in her car, so
she and Sam headed off on a rescue mission. The
joey was hanging upside down by its leg and
mum, very concerned, was hovering nearby. Sam cut it free and with Liz, took
Earth Star MF

it to the Hastings vet who stitched its wound. At his suggestion, the joey was
returned to the mother and last seen was hopping away with her.
Saturday, November 28th was the final weeding day for 2020. It was a beautiful
day to charge one’s batteries in the bush. After four months the tracks into the
pittos were somewhat overgrown - the kangaroos weren’t doing their job
keeping the tracks open properly. Pittos were growing everywhere ranging from
the two-leaf stage to head high and taller. Many poorly cut plants had regrown
and needed dealing with and by the time we reached the forest front it was
knock-off time. Due to other commitments Parks Vic weren’t able to assist on
this occasion
This time bright purple patches of fringed lilies
were throughout the bush. I had never seen
them there before, so it was either their year or
they were flowering because they weren’t
competing with pesky pittos. Blue Bottledaisies, blue pincushions, yellow stars and
white stars were flowering too, plus the
dogwood trees. Fairy wrens and fantails, annoyed by our presence, twitted
crossly. At least that’s how it seemed.
Fringed Lily MF

We begin the new bush maintenance year on 27 February, weather permitting.
FOD weeding days take place on the last Saturday of each month and anyone
who feels the urge to joins us will be most welcome.
The monthly bird count has also recommenced much to the joy of the
participants. Contact Roger Richards at ornithology3@yahoo.com.au if you’d
like to participate.
Melbourne Water has given the Waterwatch team the go-ahead to restart water
monitoring so around mid-January that will happen. A macro-invertebrate
training day was proposed for last spring and for obvious reasons it didn’t
happen, so perhaps next spring will be fruitful. N.B. this is a closed group.
Marnie Fitzsimons – marniefitz1@gmail.com
FOD co-ordinator

Propagating Indoor Plants
Indoor plants bring life, vitality and beauty to our homes, and not only are
they very fashionable household accessories right now, they purify and
oxygenate our air and create an atmosphere of relaxation and repose. Once
you get hooked on indoor plants it can become a very healthy addiction and
you can never seem to have enough. The good news is that propagating
many of indoor plants species is very easy and they can look very beautiful
in the process at the same time.
One of the easiest ways to propagate indoor plants is to simply put a stem or
leaf into water on a sunny windowsill and within a matter of weeks roots
start to develop and these cuttings can be potted up and placed throughout
the house. You can be creative with what you use to place them in- you can
reuse jars and glass bottles, vases, cups- anything that holds water. I’ve seen
test tubes in a rack used as a propagation station and it was a stunning
display. The plants continue to photosynthesize even when cut so your
cuttings will be striking roots and doing their job producing oxygen and
removing impurities from the air.
Mother-in laws Tongue (Sansevieria sp.) are fun to propagate as you put a
single leaf in a tall jar of water and after a month or so, little babies with
roots grow at the base of the leaf which can be broken off and potted up.
Plants that are good to start with and with which you are ensured success are
devil’s ivy, philodendrons, monstera and peperomia. Once you get the hang
of it you can experiment with other species.
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Easy Directions
1. Find a nice tip cutting from one of your plants, ensuring it is a good
length for your selected jar and it has some nice nodes down the
bottom and healthy leaves up at the tip.
2. Carefully cut just below a node with a clean pair of secateurs and
remove leaves from the bottom one or two nodes.
3. Place the cutting in a clean glass filled with water.
4. Change the water every 3-5 days with fresh, room-temperature water.
5. Wait and watch as your roots grow.
The plants can stay in the water for quite some time and stay healthy.
However, when you think the roots have developed into a nice, healthy root
system, the cutting can be potted into the best potting mix that you can
afford and placed somewhere warm to grow. You can then place a new
cutting in the jar and start again.

greenheart.net.au
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From David Gill

On Kangaroo Killing...
Thoughts, and Resources for you
Quotes from David himself:
•
•
•
•

•

“Most of the information about kangaroos is misleading.”
“Our kangaroos are no more pests than koalas; kangaroos eat different
grasses to sheep and cattle and do little damage to farm land.”
“Governments and some large property owners believe that shooting
kangaroos is ok. However many are wounded and also joeys are often left to
die of starvation.”
“Licences allow farmers on the Mornington Peninsula to shoot kangaroos yet
little is known about the current population or the numbers shot (thought to
be in the many hundreds locally and many millions Australia-wide). The State
Environment Department (DELWP) deprives the public from any real
information.”
“The Victorian State Government has recently increased opportunities for
kangaroo meat to be used for human consumption.”
A useful site, if you are interested to learn more:
https://www.peopleagainstkillingkangaroos.org.au/kangaroos-do-notdamage-crops-andfences/?fbclid=IwAR1uEByNWlegh1PxLdBLXsHSyXma9TCZpz0d5zFZwKjM2E
WprPqu_mY66F8

People Against Kangaroo Killing has an excellent information
brochure – see it at:
www.peopleagainstkillingkangaroos.org.au
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Red Hill Op Shop
Donations are always welcome…
The Red Hill Op Shop is open for business and warmly welcomes our
supporters and customers to come and see us in 2021.
Needless to say we are thrilled to be back, and have been buoyed by the
response from our patrons after a very challenging period of time.
Whilst we have all experienced several tough months, the work of the
Peninsula Home Hospice has not been put on hold and we extend out thanks
to them for their continued focus and dedication to making end of life
situations as comfortable and calm as possible for the people and their
families. It’s a critical role that the PHH plays and we want to support them as
much as we can.
Our main focus and objective is to raise monies to support their continued
work in our community, recycle and repurpose quality clothing and goods, and
donate to a variety of community initiatives.
As you may know, our Op Shop operates solely with volunteer staff, and with
the exception of our immediate expenses, all monies are directed to our
beneficiaries.
Donations of clean quality clothing and goods that can be sold are always
welcomed and we recycle those items through the shop. However, we are
finding that an increasing percentage of our costs is having to be paid for the
removal of rubbish. We have to pay to remove items that cannot be recycled
or sold and that of course immediately reduces the amount we can donate to
the PHH and other initiatives.
We love getting donations, but please just check your donation and try and
ensure that all that you are giving can be recycled. A quick review of your
donation before it leaves you may save us some dollars.
We look forward to seeing you soon …
We are located at 33 Mechanics Road, RED HILL, and are open
Wed and Fri 10am – 4pm and Sat 10am – 1pm.
Email us at redhillopshop@gmail.com
or message us through our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/redhillopshop
26
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CRIB POINT COMMUNITY HOUSE

NEWSLETTER

NEWSLETTER – February/March 2021

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Well what a year 2020 was and I know we would all like to forget about it but hopefully
we won’t forget the good things that happened, especially what we’ve learnt… that we
are stronger than we think and we all need each other’s help to survive.
We finished last year with Christmas Goodie Bags for seniors, and a ‘Count the Koalas’
competition for the kids.

WELCOME NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS – At our AGM in November we
welcomed 2 new committee members, Christina Saladino & Kim Masters, both of
whom will bring a lot of experience to the Community House and we thank them and
the rest of the committee for volunteering their valuable time and skills and we hope
you all enjoy your time on the committee.
WE’RE OPEN! – We have been open to our smaller groups since 4th January and I
have prepared a program for 1st term. As you can imagine, there are changes so we
can be Covid safe. Sue & I have been working hard to make everything safe for your
return. Our classes will have strict limits so social distancing can be adhered to. Yoga
will be returning but again with strict limits. The new program is be on our website and
Facebook page.
CAFÉ CHAT COVID STYLE – Don’t forget our virtual Café Chat at 11am every 2nd
Monday. The link will be on our Facebook page that morning or email us on
info@cpch.org.au for the link. It will be a great time to catch up, have a laugh, share
ideas and just have fun. It’s all about keeping it positive and supporting each other.
Hopefully we’ll be able to return to meeting at Café 202 very soon.
CRIB POINT COMMUNITY MARKET – No market yet but hopefully very soon. If you
are selling your goods online, please email market@cpch.org.au and Michelle will
advertise them on the Market Facebook page. Don’t be discouraged, there is good
news…
COMMUNITY GARDEN MARKET – Crib Point Community Garden are having a
market in the garden on 2nd Saturday of the month, 9am to 12noon, to sell fresh
produce, preserves & gardening equipment. Take a wander through the beautiful
garden while you’re there.
NEW TUTORS – We are always looking for new ideas and tutors but at this time we
are especially looking for those who can teach a class contact-free, i.e. talks or
demonstrations. Next year we would like to continue with Zoom, so we need tutors who
can do classes via this media. Please email info@cpch.org.au or call Mary or Sue on
5983 9888.
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Community Spirit Award – 2020
Crib Point Community House Initiative for recognition of students demonstrating community
spirit in their school or local community.
Winner - Miah Bellingham
Age - 12
School - St. Joseph’s, Crib Point

Grade - 6

Reason for Nomination:
During remote learning this year Miah kept spirits high in the school community by making
videos with fun challenges to help keep students active and motivated during lockdown.
Miah spoke with all kids in the classroom during zoom calls to help keep communication
going. Miah has helped to lift the spirts of the class and school community during a
challenging year.
Winner - Ameirah Ryan
School - Crib Point Primary

Age - 8

Grade - 3

Reason for Nomination:
After learning about gratitude & empathy at school, Ameirah decided herself to do
something kind for others who needed cheering up, so she made positive quotation cards
and dropped them in letterboxes with lollypops during lockdown in her local community.

MPS Australian 2021 Award for Event of the Year
Crib Point Community House’s Annual Seniors High Tea,
which is sponsored by the Hastings & District Community
Bendigo Bank, couldn’t be held last year because of Covid
so we thought out of the box and made up High Tea
‘goodie bags’ instead, which local seniors picked up and
many were delivered by our volunteers.
As a result, we won the Mornington Peninsula Shire’s
Australia Day Event of the Year award. Well, we were
chuffed to say the least. We are so grateful to have been
able to do this for the community and a big THANK YOU
goes to Bendigo Bank for allowing us to use this funding in
such a different way, but also to all the businesses and the
wonderful volunteers that helped us.

Due to the coronavirus, please visit our
Facebook page
(Crib Point Community Market)
for updates and event information.

Crib Point Community Market
2020 calendar
Crib Point Community Market is held on the second Saturday of the Month,
9am – 1pm. It is held at Crib Point Community House at 7 Park Street, Crib
Point. Visit our website at http://www.cpch.org.au/ or visit our Facebook page
for updates.
Our markets are “not-for-profit” and all proceeds from the market/stall holder
fees go to the Crib Point Community House, which are returned to the local
Community through their various programs and services.
The spirit of Crib Point Community Market is one of community support and
inclusion, promoting locally produced hand-crafted products, local produce,
new and up-cycled products in a relaxed and social setting.

2021

2nd Saturday of the Month

JANUARY

Saturday 9th

FEBRUARY

Saturday 13th

MARCH

Saturday 13th

APRIL

Saturday 10th

MAY

Saturday

JUNE

Saturday 12th

JULY

Saturday 10th

AUGUST

Saturday 14th

SEPTEMBER

Saturday 11th

OCTOBER

Saturday 9th

NOVEMBER

Saturday 13th

DECEMBER

Saturday 11th

8th
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Koala Friendly Fencing
A koala friendly fence is one that koalas can easily climb over, through or under, allowing them to move
freely around their habitat. The most common types of koala friendly fencing include post and rails and post
and wire (no barbed wire).
Koala friendly fencing can greatly assist with koala movement and dispersal through back yards and
residential areas. Some fence designs can trap a koala and leave it vulnerable to attack by domestic dogs,
as well as restrict access to important food and shelter trees.

Koala friendly fence designs:
Allow a koala an alternative route over a fence by:




Planting and retaining trees or sturdy shrubs near and along the fence line;
Addition of a continuous series of flat boards at the top of the fence to allow a koala to walk along the
fence without needing to come to the ground;
Installation of timber posts or logs of at least 125mm diameter leaning against the top of the existing
fence at an angle no greater than 60 degrees with the ground.

Allow a koala to climb over the fence by using:


Fences made from materials that koalas can easily grip and climb, such as round timber posts or chain
wire mesh.

Allow a koala to move under or through the fence by using:



300mm gaps between the ground and the bottom of solid fences;
300mm gaps between vertical slat fences will also allow koalas to
safely move through the fence.

How to modify an existing fence, wall or gate to make it koala friendly:
Many existing fences, walls and gates cannot be climbed by koalas, such
as those made of Colourbond, corrugated iron, brick, stone or vertical
railings. These can be easily modified by simply fixing a timber post on
each side of the fence. Make sure the posts are located opposite each
other, measure a minimum of 10cm in diameter and extend up to 20cm
above the fence. This will allow koalas to climb up, over and down the
fence. If a post is placed on only one side, koalas will not be able to climb
safely down the other side.

www.mpkoalas.org.au
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Coolart to Cerberus Biolink Project
Somers Revegetation Project 2021
It is very exciting to inform you that the community of
Somers has been asked to participate in a revegetation
project to help koalas on the peninsula.
The Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation and the
Mornington Peninsula Shire are working together with
community groups to provide a corridor for koalas to move
safely around Somers.
The project will improve the area by increasing:
- Koala food trees: such as manna gum, swamp gum and narrow-leaved peppermint
- Canopy cover: to protect koalas from inclement weather and heat waves
- Patch sizes (larger habitats): to support breeding populations
- Native plants: to benefit all local wildlife not just koalas

Residents who own properties identified as an important corridor for koalas have been
contacted and will be provided with free trees, site preparation works and habitat
restoration support. We thank these landholders for playing a vital role in the project by
planting koala food trees and provenance plants on their properties.
To support this project, volunteer on planting days or for more information contact:
Dirk Jansen - Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation
 mpkoalatreeplanting@outlook.com
Paola Rivera - Biolink Coordinator
 paolariveramelb@gmail.com
Website: www.mpkoalas.org.au
Facebook: Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation
Insta: mp_koalas
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THE SCHOOL PROJECT/ MELBOURNE PERIOD PROJECT
MPP Cares for the homeless, by providing sanitary products, help and
support, including basic school supplies for children,
homeless or in refuges.
Either:
Jump online to any store eg Officeworks, order whatever you can and have
it sent straight to us at the warehouse.

There is HIGH DEMAND for:
- School items: Backpacks, lunch boxes and drink bottles, red pens and
calculators, exercise books and everything in between.
- Diaries and notebooks.
- NEW: small value cards (eg Coles vouchers $10 - $20), movie tickets (for
very hot days)
- Thongs, sunglasses, caps and visors, small sunscreen tubes.
SANITARY ITEMS are always required: Regular Pads &Tampons, Super Pads
& Tampons, Small hand sanitiser bottles under 50ml, and Liners, "hotel” size
soaps /shampoos etc.
NOTE: MPP are also providing period packs for bushfire Survivors DELIVER to Barb Rimington, 5983 2245.
Or:
Send your donation to
The School Project
4/345 Plummer Street
Port Melbourne
VIC 3207
Or donate directly to the Melbourne Homeless Collective:
BSB: 063 027, Account 1011 8955 Commonwealth Bank of Australia.
For more information contact Barb on 5983 2245
or check out Melbourne Period Project Website:
http://wwww.MelbournePeriodProject.org.au/
or on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/PeriodProjectMelbourne
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Garden Market : 2nd Saturday of the month 9-12
Fresh produce, preserves, garden gloves and accessories &
more

Grow Learn Share Eat
Organic gardening principles followed
All ages and abilities welcome
Visit us on Wednesday or Saturday 9-12
at 7 Park Road Crib Point
(behind the Community House)
Further information email: thecrib3919@gmail.com
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Somers Ladies Probus Club
Probus is all about Friendship, Fellowship and Fun in retirement - with the
emphasis on FUN! Similar to other Community Groups, the Somers Ladies
Probus is looking forward to meeting again soon. We were able to enjoy a
Christmas Lunch at The Heritage in December with lots of happy chat and
friendship.
Sadly with the current restrictions on numbers at gatherings at shire
facilities, our monthly meetings have been affected but we hope that some
activity groups will be able to meet soon. Our committee have used this time
to maintain contact with our members to check on their well-being and plan a
range of activities for our return. ZOOM has proved useful for meetings and
we have a regular newsletter to “keep in touch”.
Somers Ladies Probus invites retired and semi-retired ladies to contact
Elizabeth (5983 5898) or June (5983 5321) for more information.

At our Christmas Luncheon at The Heritage, 50 members of Somers
Ladies Probus enjoyed getting together and catching up with friends
after so many months of “Lockdown”.
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THE HAYING SEASON
As the hot summer days unfold many paddocks throughout the district become dotted
with big round hay bales in their protective covers. Often drivers are temporarily
caught up in a slow procession of cars follow a large, lumbering tractor moving along a
narrow country road from one locality to the next. Haymaking is in progress.
The family in this photograph were working together to bring in the hay around the
turn of the 19th century before mechanisation was common. The Oswins owned
‘Newstead’, a property in what is today’s Merricks North. The grass crop was cut by
hand, using a scythe and left in the paddock to dry. It was then turned with a pitchfork
or raked into windrows and further drying allowed. When ready it was raked in small
piles and a sheaf made by tying together a bundle with a length of hay stalk. About
half a dozen sheaves were stood on end, leaning inwards against each other to form a
stook and left for further drying.
It was then collected by horse and wagon, with the men using long-pronged hayforks
to toss the hay up into the wagon where another one or two people were there to
catch it and pack it down. When the wagon could hold no more the horses carted it to
a corner of a paddock where the haystack was being built. To form a huge,
symmetrical haystack that allowed the rainwater to run off it was an art in itself.
Often the whole family worked to get the hay in before the weather broke and
neighbour helped neighbour.

In 1882 Captain Tonkin who had a farm nearby invested in a wonderful horse-drawn
mowing machine that would save time and labour. John Oswin borrowed it to cut his
hay crop. The following day the mower broke down twice and Tonkin took it to be
mended. It was back in action the next day and behaved perfectly in the morning but
broke down again the afternoon. Again Tonkin took it to be repaired. It came back and
completed one round of the paddock before it broke down yet again. John Oswin
brought out the scythes.
Ilma Hackett
Balnarring & District Historical Society
(Based on information in No Rugged Landscape by Mary Karney. Photographs are from
the Oswin collection held by B.D.H.S.)
The History Room in the Balnarring Hall is closed due to COVID-19.
For information on Local History contact 5983 5326

‘Twas the Month after Christmas ... with apologies to Clement Clarke Moore
'Twas the month after Christmas, and all through
the house
Not a garment would fit me, not even a blouse.
The biscuits I gobbled, the wine I'd taste Those holiday goodies went straight to my waist.
When I got on the scales, there arose such a
number!
Slowly I walked to the kitchen (less a walk than a
lumber).
I remembered the marvellous meals I'd prepared:
The rich brandy sauces and beef - nicely rared,
The shortbread, plum pudding, fruit mince pies and
cheese.
I regretted I hadn't said, "No thank you, please."
So - away with the last of the sour cream dip!
Goodbye to the munchies, each biscuit and chip.
Every last bit of food that I like must be
banished
'Til all those additional ounces have vanished.
No more chocolate biscuits, not even a lick.
Instead I will munch on a celery stick.
I won't have fresh scones, or pasta, or pie,
I'll crunch on a carrot and try not to cry.
I'll jog and do sit-ups, the world's greatest
bore,
But isn't that just what February is for?
Payback awaits after every good riot.
Happy New Year to all, and to all a good diet!

Author Unknown
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Please Note:
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Balnarring Pre School
Although it has now been weeks since our children said
their goodbyes and celebrated a kinder year like no other,
it still doesn’t feel final. It all feels too soon to be writing
reflections and thinking about new beginnings. It feels like
we have missed out on so much of 2020, precious time in
the centre and at beach / bush camp, exploring ideas with
such fantastic educators, missed time developing special
friendships and building on skills.. but that’s an adult’s
perspective. WE feel cheated, robbed of time and of what
could’ve been… for the
children, they know no
different. This was their year
of preschool. It was magical,
adventurous, funny, full of wonder and
discoveries, challenges and amazing memories.
They have flourished, developed and learnt so
much, and as a parent, I couldn’t be prouder of
my soon-to-be-school-kid!
Melanie Shannon
Reggie’s Mum (Weelam Group 2020)
Balnarring Pre School

LIFE COACHING
At Warrawee

What a mix of emotions we’re all feeling as we leave lockdown behind and begin
to rebuild our lives. After months of living that smaller, supressed and somewhat
colourless life, have you vowed to now grab life with both hands and live a
richer, more colourful life?






IT’S TIME TO LEARN THE KEYS TO LIVING A BIGGER BRIGHTER LIFE
GET CRACKING ON SOMETHING THAT’S BEEN ON YOUR WISH LIST FOR YEARS
SORT OUT YOUR PRIORITIES
WORK OUT WHO YOU REALLY ARE
DISCOVER YOUR PURPOSE AND LIVE TO IT
Bookings now available Wednesdays & Saturdays

Lesley McMillan Life Coaching
0499 240 041
www.lesleymcmillanlifecoaching.com
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Farm gate
87 Warrawee Rd Balnarring
Specialising in Medicinal Plants and Seeds Open every day
Check out sweetleafbotanical.com.au
for upcoming Herbal Workshops.

Balnarring Fire Brigade News
Recent COVID-19 outbreaks maintain our awareness that Coronavirus is
still lurking in our communities. So it's important that everybody continues to
adopt and implement the strict DHHS guidelines to protect ourselves,
families and friends from this horrible virus.
The brigade members are also conscious of being well prepared and ready
to respond to calls when needed to keep our community safe during this
current fire season. In spite of recent significant rainfall on this side of the
Mornington Peninsula and cooler weather, grass growth is prolific and will
rapidly dry off during any prolonged spell of warm windy weather.
So, here are a few thoughts on being fire prepared for the first few months of
2021: Stay informed - check the VicEmergency App for up-to-date Fire
Danger Ratings and Total Fire Ban information for this area. The
Mornington Peninsula is in the Central Total Fire Ban District. Listen
to ABC local radio for current fire information and advice. Phone the
VicEmergency Hotline on 1800 226 226 which is a free call.
 Your Fire Plan - is documented, well known to family and friends
staying with you during this holiday period, rehearsed to avoid
confusion on the day with an escape route to a safe area or place of
refuge.
 On extreme days, as a personal fire safety measure, leave your
property early for a safe secure location, if not confident of dealing with
a fire emergency. Deaths occur during bushfires when people are
caught out in the open, attempting to leave late in hot smokey
conditions.
 Finalise your property protection - such as maintenance of fire breaks
around your assets, mow lawns, clear away long dry grass, preserve a
water supply for fire fighting purposes and secure your home from
ember attack by closing doors, windows, ventilators, screens and
blinds.

 Livestock and animals require special attention so move them to a
safe location such as a well grazed paddock, with sound fencing and
enough drinking water for several days. Remember to arrange a
supplementary food supply. Your Plan may include early
transportation to a safer district, which is ideal. This will avoid herding
and transporting stressed animals, traffic congestion and the risk of
being caught by the fire on the road.
 An Emergency Kit should be packed and ready to grab if evacuation is
required. This includes a food and water supply, medications,
clothing, toiletries, personal items and identification, communication
devices and life aids for all family members. Don't forget personal and
family memorabilia as they cannot be replaced if destroyed in a fire.
Please contact the brigade on 5983 5379 or BalnarringCFA@bigpond.com
to obtain more detailed information.

and/or training at your own location anywhere on the Mornington Peninsula
(Mordialloc to Portsea). Hourly rate $85.00 Call or email

Pat the Mac

M
E

0419 330 497
pat@patthemac.com

BALNARRING MEN’S PROBUS CLUB
Our Club was founded in 1985 to provide opportunities for retired and
semi-retired local men to engage in a variety of activities in a congenial
environment which encourages fellowship and fun.
Under normal circumstances, we meet at Balnarring Hall on the last
Friday morning of each month (excluding December) commencing at
9:30 am.
Our regular features include photographic exhibitions, musical interludes
and guest speakers who are invariably a source of information and
entertainment.
The Club also hosts a variety of activities including book groups, chess,
cycling, money matters (investment), gardening, outings and a
renowned choir.
During the Covid-19 pandemic we have been unable to hold our regular
meetings however we have continued to use Zoom technology to
interact with members of specific interest groups.
These have included photography, investment and book groups which
are continuing to provide our members with some much needed contact
and stimulation.
To commemorate the 35th Anniversary of our foundation, we produced a
special booklet which highlighted our events and achievements over the
past decade.
Our regular newsletter has also been upgraded to provide members with
innovative and interesting articles and items during the lockdown period.
We have also initiated a regular contact program to ensure that our
members’ welfare is being addressed.
We are looking forward to a resumption of our full program as soon as
the restrictions are finally lifted.
New members are always welcomed.
For further information please contact
Roger James on 0400 837 884 or check out our website by typing
“Balnarring Men’s Probus” into your browser.
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SAVE BALNARRING’S TREES
Concerned about our village wildlife habitat disappearing?
Photo: Don Juniper
Join our Facebook discussion page “Save Balnarring’s
Trees”.
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WILDLIFE RESCUE
Contacts
@Koala rescue
Jenny Bryant
0417 395 883
@WHOMP
(Wildlife Help On
Mornington Peninsula)
0417 380 687
@Klarissa Gaunaut
0488 494 667

Combined Probus Club of Balnarring
With regret, due to the coronavirus, the meetings and Interest Groups of
the Combined Probus Club of Balnarring will cease as of now.
This will be reviewed on a monthly basis.
Please contact Patsy Wilson on 5983 9949 or 0419 009 784
Email grapatwilson@bigpond.com
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Western Port UC Op Shop
The Western Port UC Op Shop at Crib Point closed on Saturday 18th July and will
Volunteers
welcome!
remain closed until the Coronavirus
pandemic
subsides to an acceptable level of
risk for our volunteers and community.
Thanks to all our volunteers who have participated in the last few weeks of
trading and all our wonderful donors who have contributed to our supply of good
quality clothing and household items.

Have you visited the friendly Op.Shop in Crib Point?

It can be a fantastic experience for you and a lot of fun. It is exciting and
there are heaps of bargains. Come in and browse. Buy something for
your house, your children or your husband/wife, and yourself and get
something additional as a present.
Also you will be contributing to your community because thousands of
dollars are distributed as grants back to your community each year.

54

Please Note:
The Paddle-out
has been
Postponed.
Go to:
www.savewesternport.org
for Updates.

BALNARRING LADIES PROBUS
If you are a retired or semi-retired lady looking for good company and interesting
activities, come along to Balnarring Ladies Probus.
We have Stimulating Speakers, Book Group, Scrabble, Café Group, Craft Group,
Films, Walking Group, Convivial Luncheons, Outings and Shopping Trips, as well as a
regular monthly Newsletter to keep you up to date with events.
Join us as our guest for any meeting at:
Balnarring Hall No. 2 (opposite the shops)
10am on the 4th Wednesday of the month
You will be made very welcome.
Just come along or get further information from Adele on 0419 522 513.
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Working Bee at Balnarring Beach: All Welcome!
A dedicated group of Balnarring Beach ratepayers and members of the Foreshore
Committee are inviting anyone with a heart for the environment to take part in our
monthly working bee.
Our hard-working group meets on the last Sunday of the month at 10 am
at the rotunda next to the beach store at Balnarring Beach.
The next 2 working bees are on Sundays,
February 28th and March 28th at 10am.
We usually work till 12 noon and enjoy a free cup of coffee or a drink afterwards at
the Balnarring Beach shop.
It is always a great opportunity to have a chat.
Paul, our Ranger always has some important work for us to do, be that weeding or
planting freshly cleared terrain with new plants. Some of these plants are
propagated and raised over many months in our nursery.
If you can make it please bring gloves and wear sturdy footwear.
We hope to see many of you there.
Cheerio and many thanks to all who attend.
Rupert Steiner, for the Balnarring Beach Foreshore Committee working bee.
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February 10th & 24th and March 10th & 24th
Check out Balnarring Muso Night Facebook page for all the latest info - ed
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THE BRIDGE
CONTRIBUTING TO THE BRIDGE
The Bridge is a bi-monthly independent community magazine for Balnarring and
surrounding areas. The views expressed within are those of the writers and not necessarily
those of the Editor, Community or any organisation. Financial contributions are welcomed.
GUIDELINES FOR THE BRIDGE CONTRIBUTIONS
The contributor’s name must appear with the article and contact information is
recommended. If emailing, please use A4 page format with 1.5cm margins, 14 point font
size and single spacing. Headings with a font of 18. Send as a Word or Pages format file to
info@bridgemag.com.au or PO Box 248 Balnarring VIC 3926. Ideally, file sizes no bigger
than 1.5MB please.
Deadlines for submissions are as follows:

January 10th (February/March issue)
March 10th (April/May issue)
May 10th (June/July issue)
July 10th (August/September issue)
September 10th (October/November issue)
November 10th (December/January issue)
Our number of pages is limited so “first come, first served”. Submissions for multiple
issues must be made each issue unless otherwise agreed. Acronyms to be written in full at
first mention followed by the acronym in brackets, e.g. “Community Centre (C.C.)”.
The primary focus of The Bridge is to promote free community events. Volunteer
organisations are encouraged to submit up to one page per issue and will not be charged.
All entries that create income, including employment and housing, count as adverts.
“What’s On” entries are Free with a paid advert, or a small fee applies for incomecreating entries otherwise. Personal words from individuals are also free to enter.
Businesses holding events, workshops, etc. in the coming months are encouraged to
contribute.
Content that speaks negatively of any individual or group will not be published. Groups
should comment on their own activities only, unless in appreciation. The editorial review
team reserve the right to edit and/or refuse contributions where necessary. Copyright on
images used remains the responsibility of the contributor, and photographers must be
credited.
Website: www.bridgemag.com.au
Email: info@bridgemag.com.au
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