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Heartfelt Thanks to the Bridge’s wonderful HERO SPONSORS!!

Hello Everyone!
It’s so exciting to finally be writing to you now from ‘the other side’ of
lockdown and in another great edition (thank you contributors!), the mood
of The Bridge is definitely more cheerful. Great job and big thanks to all the
contributors for this December – January edition J
On behalf of all the volunteers here at The Bridge, we wish everyone in the
community a wonderful festive season and a relaxing break.
As always, please help us by sharing The Bridge widely and inviting friends to
our email subscription list. We’ll be back in February 2021!
Until then happy mask-free outdoor breathing! :p
Ali & Jen xx

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We would like to acknowledge the traditional
owners of this land, the Boon Wurrung and
Bunurong language groups of the Kulin Nation.
We would like to pay our respects to their
elders, past, present and future.
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December
4th

January

Stephanie Alyssa
Karina Armstrong
th
7 Maggie Dick
9th Viv Murphy
9th Noah McLean turns 1!
14th Jamel Farmer
15th Nicole Wheaton
18th Emily Jean Henderson
19th Mark Raynes
31st Paul Dillon
6th

8th Steve Sayle
9th Bronwyn Dick
9th Celia Sexton
16th Garry McKellar
19th Casey Dawson
24th Karen Saker
31st Leo Haylock

To add a name to community birthdays, email info@bridgemag.com.au

December 2020 and January 2021
Inspirational Angel Cards for the Community
Smile
Energy
How can you weave these things into your
day to uplift and support you?
Source: Newly published Inspirational Angel Cards, by
Simon Bunyevich, Somers.

Who do you appreciate in our community and why?
Email submissions of appreciation, & birthdays in our community,
to: info@bridgemag.com.au or
Post to: The Bridge, PO Box 248, Balnarring 3926
Would you like to receive a digital copy of The BRIDGE in your email inbox?
Email info@bridgemag.com.au “subscribe” in the subject line.
Want to contribute to The Bridge? For deadline reminders, email
info@bridgemag.com.au with “deadline reminders” in the subject line.
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Belinda has gone to huge efforts to protect the future of
koalas in our community.
She encourages the planting of koala food trees - by offering
free trees outside her house, alerting drivers to look out for
koalas - by erecting a ‘SLOW KOALAS ON ROAD’ sign,
and is constantly advocating to protect our koalas habitat
as an active member of Mornington Peninsula Koala
Conservation Group.
Our Community Bank Branch (and the Koalas
) thank
her wholeheartedly for the wonderful work she does.
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Balnarring Spoonville
During the stage-four lockdown the team at Balnarring Dental started a
‘Spoonville’ in the front yard of their dental clinic to help spread some
lighthearted joy and a sense of connection for the local community. Like many
other ‘Spoonvilles’ around Melbourne, they aimed at brightening children’s
days and give the kids who could not see their friends in person something fun
to do at home, while feeling connected to the community. Some highly
creative adults joined in the fun too!

‘Spoonvilles’ popped up worldwide in 2020 and have been particularly popular
in Melbourne during the second lockdown. To make one all you need is
publicly accessible land, a sign that reads ‘Spoonville’ and the rest of the
community can join in with their own cutlery villagers. You can be as creative
as you like, paint them in different colours, give them googly eyes, feather hair
or pipe-cleaner arms. Dr Tiv went to the extent of making his dentist-spoon
some safety glasses and royal blue scrubs. Dr Mish was inspired by her passion
for baking and gave her spoon a cupcake paper dress. Darina made a French
spoon-couple holding a mini bottle of red wine from Bordeaux, inspired by the
one-too-many glasses of wine she had during the lockdown! Many spoons
joined the crowd and they hope locals can come and see their Spoonville some
time, and maybe even join in the community with your own spoon creation.
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YOUR GENTLE, LOCAL & QUALITY DENTIST
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Update From Save Westernport
At the time of our last update in the October
http://bridgemag.com.au/files/download/0bf5deb743534c8
the Environment Effects Statement (EES) hearing was just commencing for
AGL’s deeply opposed plan to import LNG into Westernport Bay. Well over 6000
submissions about the AGL’s EES reports were written by members of the
public, many times higher than any project ever assessed in Victoria,
demonstrating the extent of opposition to AGL’s plans to the Panel members.
The AGL corporation believes that Westernport’s unique and treasured natural
environment is the ideal location to import and process LNG—a project that
would endanger local ecosystems and encourage and perpetuate Victoria’s
dependence on fossil gas for the next 20 years.
Submissions from the public outlining these and other objections have now
been published on the Planning Victoria website, which also contains all the
Tabled Documents of evidence from the hearing so far. Recordings of each day
of the hearing are also available, and the remaining days can be watched live via
the link here: https://engage.vic.gov.au/crib-point-IAC
Despite the difficulties of COVID restrictions, and our repeated appeals to
Minister Wynne NOT to allow the EES to go ahead during stage 4 lockdown, the
EES is proceeding. The Panel hearings are being remotely run as zoom sessions,
with all the technical difficulties that can involve.
The proponent AGL has presented their case. During the first few weeks we
heard from their QC, legal team and witnesses including the Port of Hastings as
they dismissed the environmental and safety impacts of the proposed Floating
Storage Regasification Unit, and pipeline.
Last week tourism economist and expert witness for Mornington Peninsula
Shire and Bass Coast Councils, Stewart Moore from EarthCheck presented
evidence on the threat of AGL’s gas import proposal to Westernport’s valuable
tourism economy.
The AGE published an article in response to that evidence about the threat to
Phillip Island’s nature-based tourism industry which forms the foundation of the
Island’s economy. https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/gas-hub-plan-raises-fear-of-38-millionhit-to-phillip-island-20201125-p56hsx.html
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Update from SWP page 2

At the hearing, barristers from Environmental Justice Australia are representing
the joint environment groups Environment Victoria, Save Westernport and
Victoria National Parks Association. As you’d imagine, the cost of taking on AGL
during the 10 week hearing is enormous. Our legal team at EJA are working on
an absolute shoestring budget to represent the community in their vehement
opposition to this project. EJA’s work, and the cost of presenting expert
witnesses has been funded entirely by donation.

Our expert witnesses have advised the Panel on on the effects of chlorine on
marine life, risks to safety and the threat of spills and accidents, threats of the
pipeline, the folly of importing gas, social impacts and the disadvantages to the
local community.
To everyone who contributed to the legal fund to fight AGL and their gas import
plans at the Panel hearing— a sincere thank you.
If you are able to contribute to this very practical means of demonstrating your
opposition to AGL’s unwanted plans in Westernport Bay, you can head to our
website to make a donation to our fighting fund, and become a member of Save
Westernport. Look for the Donate and Membership buttons on our homepage
Here https://savewesternport.org/
You can also read updates and get more info about the EES hearing and No AGL
Campaign, and what’s going on over the summer in the fight to Stop AGL.
During their presentation to the EES hearing Karri Giles presented evidence for
Westernport Peninsula Protection Council (WPPC) explaining why the AGL
project is unacceptable and should not be approved. The proposed FSRU gas
ship and construction of the pipeline would threaten federally listed species
under the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act.
The expert witness appearing for WPPC, Dr Mary Cole described the pathogen
Phytophra, commonly known as cinnamon fungus, that could readily take hold
in soil disturbed during pipeline construction. Cinnamon fungus, (not strictly a
fungus), could potentially wipe out valuable asparagus crops in the area.
Chytrid is a fungus that has decimated frog populations worldwide. It could
threaten the local frog species, particularly the Growling Grass Frog along
watercourses on the proposed route of the pipeline.
The agricultural land that was drained in the KooWeeRup swamp north of
Westernport is particularly vulnerable to these pathogens for which no reliable
eradication method is known.
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Update from SWP page 3

Either pathogen could be introduced along the gas pipeline from Crib Point to
take the imported gas to Pakenham. Vehicles and equipment can carry and
spread either pathogen between work sites, unless rigid protocols are in place.
The methods proposed by AGL to prevent the spread of disease and protect
wildlife rely on the cooperation and education of pipeline construction workers.
It seems unrealistic to expect that workers will stop work to identify and
remove endangered wildlife, or comply with measures to regularly disinfect
their equipment, when the first priority in a commercial pipe laying operation is
to lay the pipeline as quickly as possible.
Sandy Milne from WPPC described the Swamp Skink and other local
endangered species threatened by the proposed pipeline. The ‘de-watering’
and directional drilling processes used during construction could permanently
damage waterways and destroy habitat. Environmental Safety measures require
all construction to stop during rain or when the ground is wet, but do not state
who is responsible for making that determination or enforcing it.
The EES reports stated that the pipe construction would require “Removal of
8.2 ha of native vegetation (endangered, vulnerable and least concern) and 37
scattered trees, with potential impacts on at least six federally listed species and
communities. The 30m wide pipeline easement would cause fragmentation of
southern brown Bandicoot habitat, bisecting areas inhabited by this
endangered marsupial, and acting as a highway for foxes and feral cats to easily
patrol and move between existing Bandicoot habitats.
Well known noted horticulturalist, Gidja Walker from the Southern Peninsula
Indigenous Flora and Fauna association (SPIFFA) described the
interconnectedness of ecosystems, and the devastation that results from
habitat fragmentation. The complexity of ecological processes within an
ecosystem means that our understanding remains limited. Disturbance of soil
types particular to areas surrounding Westernport can leave them vulnerable to
the activation of acid sulphate soils, and the infestation of weeds. Sound
management practices that avoid the repetition of past mistakes begin with
avoiding soil disturbance, and recognising how much we still have to learn.
Noted evidence presented on behalf of the Bunurong Land Council described
the lack of proper consultation by the proponent AGL. Serious concerns remain
about the disruption of Cultural Heritage sites of significance, including shell
middens and traditional sites on or near the proposed pipeline route. Legal
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Update from SWP page 4

representatives for the Bunurong Land Council restated the opposition to the
project expressed by Auntie Dyan and Uncle Mik in their opening submission.
Bunurong LC evidence doc #436

https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-engage.files/2316/0559/3892/436._BLCAC__B_Ward_Expert_Witness_Statement_Summary.pdf

Evidence from Mornington Peninsula Shire Council’s witnesses on Shore Birds
and Marine impacts stated their concerns about the project’s threats to
Westernport’s internationally recognised Ramsar wetlands. Westernport’s
important Ramsar listing requires action under federal EPBC Laws (the
Environmental Protection Biodiversity Conservation Act ) “to determine
whether an action is likely to have a significant impact on an area of national
environmental significance”. They claimed that toxic levels of Tributylin
contamination in the seabed at berth 2 at Crib Point jetty should have called a
stop to the project when it was discovered during AGL’s assessment. This
contaminated sediment would be dug out by the FSRU and further dispersed by
the action of tug boats embarking the LNG carriers, if the project is approved.
https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/42f84df4-720b-4dcf-b262-48679a3aba58/files/nesguidelines_1.pdf

Compelling evidence on the effects to marine life, acid Sulfate soils and on the
negative social impacts to local communities was presented by joint
environmental groups Save Westernport, Victoria National Parks association
and Environment Victoria with legal representation by Environmental Justice
Australia.
Marine Engineer John Wardrop presented valuable evidence that listed among
his concerns the amount of safety information missing or incorrectly stated in
AGL’s EES reports. Mr Wardrop said that if an accident occurred during an
incoming tide, oil or diesel could be washed into the mangroves at the northern
end of the bay, destroying Seagrass and marine life, and wreaking devastation
in the Bay that it may never recover from.
Mr Wardrop’s evidence summary contained some shocking assertions.

https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-engage.files/5316/0619/1846/472._EJA__Presentation_of_J_Wardrop.pdf

For example he stated that AGL’s EES reports refer to a Port of Hastings
document on the emergency management of oil spills in Westernport that Mr
Wardrop claims does not even exist. In his expert opinion, it is the responsibility
of the Port of Hastings Development Authority to develop such a plan.
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Update from SWP page 5

Gas expert Bruce Robertson explained to the Panel that Australia is awash with
gas. He said that rapid changes currently affecting the energy market have
changed the conditions since the project was announced, causing demand for
gas to drop.
For example the Victorian government announced this week that $850 million
will be spent on one of the world’s biggest batteries. The giant battery will be
capable of storing enough energy to supply the State’s grid, even in times of
peak demand, satisfying the major criticism of renewable energy innovations
until now.
AGL’s project presents so many possible threats, the prospect of importing gas
into Westernport Bay seems less viable and less necessary than ever.
Next week the Panel will hear from Save Westernport, and from individual
community members who believe the project should not go ahead.
The Panel will advise the Minister for planning, Richard Wynne of their
recommendation in the new year.
The official YouTube recording of the hearing on Nov 26 can be heard here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrVvir8irTE&feature=youtu.be
The day starts at 11min 30sec with evidence on soil science from Save
Westernport’s witness Professor Vanessa Wong from Monash University.
At 1hr 30 mins our expert witness on Social Impacts, Bonnie Rosen describes
her concerns about the project and its effects on local communities .
To hear an example of the very adversarial tone of cross examination of our
witnesses by AGL QC Townshend, go to 3:13:20
Further Recordings of each day’s hearing are available here
https://engage.vic.gov.au/crib-point-IAC/hearing-recordings
The hearing can be watched live on the link provided here
https://engage.vic.gov.au/crib-point-IAC
Or go to https://savewesternport.org/
Karri’s Presentation (doc #452)
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vicengage.files/5316/0567/9501/452._WPPC_-_Presentation_of_Karri_Giles.pptx
Sandy Milne’s presentation doc #446
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Update from SWP page 6

https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vicengage.files/3816/0567/9434/446._WPPC__Presentation_of_Sandy_Milne.pptx
Gidja Walker https://docs.google.com/file/d/147i-p4kNgYGF0Gkqmlf5b6kHHBeNxMF/edit?usp=docslist_api&filetype=mspresentation
All presentations mentioned above also available in Tabled Docs here
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vicengage.files/5716/0619/5064/Crib_Point_IAC_-_Document_List_v34__24_11_20.pdf
Thanks to Sea Shepherd Australia for joining the No AGL campaign

13

Update from SWP page 7

Westernport’s Weedy Sea Dragon by Matt Testoni
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Thank you, AGL
By Neil Daly

THANK you, AGL and APA, for galvanising the people to send 6,058 submissions to the
proposed Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline to Pakenham.
The submissions came from community organisations, environmental groups, local councils
and thousands of individual citizens associated with Western Port, its islands and
surrounding lands.
In reviewing over a thousand randomly selected submissions, it was overwhelmingly
evident that the proposed gas import terminal is not wanted.
It was also evident, most wanted to preserve Western Port and its Ramsar wetland as a
protected marine environment and not endanger its future by industrialising it or its
hinterland. A constant theme is the need to move on from fossil fuels to create a safe
climate.
If you go to the Engage Victoria website at https://engage.vic.gov.au/crib-point-IAC and
check Submissions, you’ll soon see what I mean. I think the following extracts sum up the
mood of the people:
Number 1
“Bringing an additional environmentally compromised industry into the pristine waters of
Westernport reflects a lack of leadership at the same time the world is clamouring for a
reduced carbon footprint and climate action. This proposal is purely about money and
brings zero long term benefits to anyone living or visiting Westernport. Enough is enough,
don't be remembered for being part of the problem and say no to AGL in Westernport.”
Michael Thomas Pickford
Number 606
“The AGL gas storage and processing plant will pour 450 ML of heavily processed water into
the bay each day creating huge environmental impacts. The linked pipeline will devastate
precious wetlands, natural waterways & indigenous sites, and hugely impact fragile
mangroves and many species of marine life, migratory birds, and land based flora and
fauna. The plant will be an unacceptable risk to a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve for proposed
but unsubstantiated economic gains.”
Belinda Rodman
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Number 1031
“I am writing to alert you to my concern over the proposed works in Westernport. This
place is so special to me and has been for many years. From what I can see the work that is
potentially going to happen will impact not only the beautiful beaches and water I adore
but also the vast array of endemic species and special habitats that make up Westernport
Bay. Please reconsider messing with this fragile ecosystem that is adored by so many of us
around the state and world.”
Eliza Rowe
Number 2020
“Personally, I oppose this project for two key reasons amongst many. Not only do I feel
sickened at the potential impacts this project could have just 4km away from place I’ve
called home for most of my life, but as a young person living on this earth I feel so
incredibly frustrated by governments and corporations ignoring the sheer importance of
reducing the impacts of climate change.”
Ashley Scott
Number 2565
“Wetlands combine land and water, they are home to an incredible array of plants and
animals and are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. Studies have shown that
they have the potential to capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of
years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against
climate change, not being subject to potentially damaging projects like AGL’s proposal.
Unfortunately, in Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater
wetlands, contributing to the loss of approximately 35% of the world’s wetlands between
1970-2015. It is totally inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of Victoria’s most precious environments and an internationally significant
wetland.”
Paul Reiner
Number 2971
“The Westernport coastline is a wetland of internationally significant value which must be
protected under the Ramsar convention. The proposed AGL gas import jetty and pipeline
would put at serious risk, not only marine life and ecosystems, but also local tourism and
fishing industries. The proposed project is an environmental disaster as the gas liquefaction
process emits more greenhouse gases than piping it conventionally. It also makes no sense
economically as Australia already exports more natural gas than it consumes.”
Jeanette Miller
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Number 3030
“I am concerned the development will have a detrimental effect on the environment, the
wildlife and coastline. I enjoy visiting the beaches here and want my grandchildren to grow
up with the same beauty & wildlife such as penguins, seals and birds.”
Ruth Honan
*****
The endgame is in the hands of the Crib
Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
and ultimately the State Government
which, as of November 2020, still has
24 months to run.
No matter what happens, none of the
6,058 submitters should walk away
from the issue of wanting to preserve
Western Port. Now is the time to
demand that the State Government,
the Opposition and the minor parties,
prior to the next State government
election, set down their plans and a
timetable for introducing a Western
Port Strategic Management Plan.

Everyone has a stake in the result of the enquiry
into the proposed Crib Point gas import jetty.

If this plan does not eventuate soon, the shambolic situation presided over by successive
governments will probably continue and ultimately the majority of 6,058 submissions may
come to nothing.

Hearings into the AGL/APA proposal began on October 10 and are expected
to continue for 10 weeks. The EES panel is expected to report to the Minister
for Planning on February 23, 2021 and the Minister is scheduled to make a
decision by March 30.

Editorial Note: Article first published in the Bass Coast Post, October 2020
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Western Port: 80 years of industrial threats
•

1960s Victorian Premier Henry Bolte states that Western Port
will become an industrial heartland, Victoria’s “Ruhr Valley”.

•

1963-67 BP Australia and Esso establish oil refineries at Crib
Point.

•

1968 Phillip Island Conservation Society (PICS) formed in
response to concerns about a proposed marina at Rhyll.

•

1984 Phillip Island Foreshore Advisory Committee formed.

•

1989 PICS successfully campaigns against canal development at
Ventnor.

•

1993 Crib Point terminal proposed.

•

2010 Ferry terminal proposed for Cowes foreshore.

•

2010 State government announces Port of Hastings will be
Australia’s biggest container port.

•

2019 AGL proposes gas import jetty at Crib Point.

From Neil Daly.
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Western Port Protection Council (WPPC)
EES - Crib Point Gas Import Jetty & Pipeline (AGL)
Western Port Protection Council (WPPC) have been very actively involved
with the EES Panel Hearing.
Sandy Milne, Karri Giles and Gidja Walker are the team that prepared our
submission and are preparing our presentation for the Panel Hearing.
We have also asked questions of expert witnesses. There is a whole
team of environmental groups, cooperating like a pack of killer whales.
WPPC’s focus is terrestrial biodiversity which is poorly represented in
submissions.
Please contact us if you are speaking and would like to be given some
information to include in your report by email wppcweb@gmail.com
after November 20th.
We also have engaged Dr Mary Cole as an Expert Witness. She will give
her presentation supported by Barrister James Kewley, in the same time
slot:
Dr Mary Cole’s Summary of Opinion
•

a) There is a high risk of spread to the amphibian chytrid fungus,

Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis. The infective propagules of the
pathogen move freely in water and wet soil. No survey of infection
appears to be available in the Report.
•

b) Mitigation as outlined in the Technical report B is not sufficient to

protect the amphibian population.
•

c) Mitigation would need to be carried out at ‘research’ level of

containment and would be improbable in a commercial enterprise.
•

d) There is a high risk of spread of the pathogen, P. cinnamomi. This

pathogen moves freely in water and wet soil.
•

e) Many of the Australian native plant species are highly susceptible

to infection by the pathogen so spread of the pathogen is likely in
vegetation and farming areas.
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The Public Hearing for EES
Will commence on Monday 12 October and will run for 10 weeks.
To watch the Hearings live each day, go
to https://engage.vic.gov.au/crib-point-IAC At the top it says ‘How to
access the Hearing’ Click on ‘Crib Point IAC - Hearing Link’
Type in your email address, and then click on the Zoom link to watch
the Hearing from 10 am each day (except Fridays).
See our website for our submission. https://www.wppcinc.org/

WPPC AGM
January 10th 2021 10am Balnarring Hall or on zoom.
Guest Speaker: Gidja Walker, Ecologist, Artist, Educator.
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Red Hill Ward Cr David Gill
Now that the Council elections are over and our community have chosen their
representatives, it is an opportune time to reflect on the role of local government.
An obvious starting point is the yearly budget process.
We are coming into the next pre budget period where many of the important discussions
affecting our community happen behind closed doors.
I believe that there is a need for each step of the budget process to be held in public to
prevent the usual adoption of the “finalised” budget without prior public debate
The present adopted budget allowed for only several minutes for each Councillor to debate
in public. Councillors were not open to scrutiny on most of the budget decisions.
This perception of a lack of transparency and accountability was accentuated by this limited
time for budget matters to be debated in public before being adopted.
Unfortunately there may be a belief that sensitive or embarrassing matters should be dealt
with in private.
I believe that community expectation is that Councillors be individually and collectively held
responsible for their decisions and I am hopeful that the new Council will have high
expectations in this regard.
There should be no perception that briefings, in place of open debate, influence outcomes.
Another way for Councillors to ensure discussion is to move Notices of Motion for public
debate on important matters.
At the first Council meeting of the new term I will be moving a Notice of Motion that all
Councillor involvement in budget meetings be accessible to the public.
I believe that it is also an unacceptable practice to have community representatives come
cap in hand to beg for very limited money to help with the many community initiatives that
run parallel with budget considerations. Members of the public often sit for hours waiting
for their turn to have two minutes of committee time. An alternative would be to involve
our community in the whole process.
I see Councillors as elected community representatives not as a board of directors. The
most important part of our role is to raise matters publicly on behalf of our community and
judge each case on its merits. This is especially important at budget time.
Regards, David
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Friends of Daangean
The Friends of Daangean (FOD), stymied by the plague, haven’t been able to
attend a weeding day since the end of June. As of Nov 5th Parks Vic has given
the green light for volunteer work to re-commence; with due care and
diligence we can begin again later in November. Hopefully, the targeted weeds
haven’t increased to the degree that we have to start at the beginning again.
I thought to give a timely reminder to watch for blueys, snakes and turtles on
the roads. Reptiles will be on the move now the weather has warmed up with
blueys seeking out their mates from whom they’ve been separated since last
season. Turtle ladies, not particularly known for speed, will be on their way to
water for nest digging and egg laying purposes, which often has them crossing
roads.
Devilbend and Bittern water levels are the highest they’ve been for a long time
but there was an apparent absence of water birds when I visited after the 5km
limit was extended. Waterwatch has been on hold for so long we’ll nearly need
a refresher course. Melbourne Water has provided Zoom meetings and
workshops on endangered frogs, waterways, native fish, platypus, and turtles
to name a few, from various parts of the country. Devilbend’s Daangean Turtle
Project received an honourable mention.
Here are a couple of flowers growing on the Devilbend catch drain

Dianella

Woolly Rice Flower

embankment. Trigger Plants and Milkmaids were having their last gasp, as
were the Tall Sundews. In the bush the Xanthorea minor were coming into
flower. In the catch drain and by the water, frogs sang their wooing songs.

Marnie Fitzsimons

marniefitz1@gmail.com

FOD co-ordinator
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BALNARRING BEACH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
INC. A0021164R

P.O. Box 463,
BALNARRING, 3926
bal.beachca@gmail.com

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The 2021 Annual General Meeting of the Balnarring Beach Community Association Inc.
will be held at the Westernport Yacht Club, Foreshore Road, Balnarring Beach,
on Saturday 9th January, 2021.
Registration from 10:00 am Meeting Commences 10:30am
(Should there be any restrictions back in force, our AGM will be held instead via Zoom)

BALNARRING BEACH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION AGM AGENDA:
•
•
•
•
•

Attendance and apologies
Confirmation of the Minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting held on the
11th January, 2020
Reports – Treasurer’s report
Chairman’s report
General Business
Election of Office Bearers and Committee for 2021

If you wish to present a motion to be considered by the Meeting, submit the proposed
motion to the secretary in writing either by email at bal.beachca@gmail.com
or to P.O. Box 463, Balnarring 3926 to be received two weeks prior to the AGM.

A message from the BBCA Committee
Your committee deals with requests and concerns. It raises issues such as improved local
facilities, safety and ways to protect our environment with both our local council and other
authorities. It also engenders community spirit.
To be effective we need your membership and we also require new committee members
for our monthly meetings. We have a mix of Balnarring Beach residents and holiday house
owners on our committee and meeting times are made to accommodate all members.
If you are considering offering your experience, time and local knowledge to our very
friendly, social meetings, please contact us.
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Tackers is an Australian Sailing program aimed at
getting kids aged 7-12 into sailing.
Each program includes 20 hours tuition from qualified
YA Instructors & Assistant Instructors, Fun on-water
& off-water games and a Tackers Kit & Certificate.
Where: Westernport Yacht Club
Balnarring Beach
When: 4th Jan – 8th Jan or 11th – 15th Jan 2021
Contact us now! Marg Douglas
0457 793 711 or wyctackers @ live.com

www.westernport.org.au

Red Hill Op Shop to Re-open…
The President, Committee and Members are delighted to advise that the RHOS
will be back in action very soon! The excitement and anticipation is palpable!
Cleaning, dusting, sorting and stocking of the shop is underway and the shop
will throw open its doors Saturday 12th December, 2020. We will be open
from 10am – 1pm. Our hours will then be Wed 10am – 1pm and Saturday
10am – 1pm until further notice.
Obviously, we will be adhering to COVID safe protocols and work will continue
to ensure we provide a safe and comfortable environment for our supporters
to shop for that unique and elusive item. Likewise our customers will be asked
to abide by the rules in place to help make sure everyone is safe.
It’s going to be such a treat to have people back in the store, and the very best
part is that the Peninsula Home Hospice and the incredible work they do each
and every day will be the beneficiary.
We can’t wait to welcome you back!
Our shop is open Wed and Sat 10am – 1pm and we are located at
33 Mechanics Road, RED HILL. Email us at redhillopshop@gmail.com or
message us through our Facebook page www.facebook.com/redhillopshop
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Balnarring Primary School
Goodbye 2020!
What a year!
Like everyone, we as a school community are working hard to plan for a happy
end to this most challenging of years.
We are indebted to our amazing learning community – our dedicated staff,
resilient students and caring parents and friends – for their wonderful support
during both the Mornington Peninsula’s lockdown and the remote and flexible
learning periods.
With a return to on-site learning in week two of term 4 it was obvious our
students were well supported by loving parents, siblings, extended family
members, neighbours and friends.
We should all feel very proud - and grateful - for what our community has
achieved during 2020.
THANK YOU ALL.
Although our ‘end of year’ events look a little different this year, during the last
couple of weeks of term the children will…
• complete planned literacy and numeracy tasks,
• meet their 2021 teacher and classmates,
• and wave goodbye to our Year 6s during our virtual whole school
assembly.
The summer break will enable us all to recharge and prepare for an exciting,
new school year.
On behalf of the Balnarring Primary School Learning Community may I wish
you a wonderful Christmas and a happy, safe new year, connecting again with
family and friends.
We look forward to welcoming you back into our school in 2021.
Sandy O’Meara,
Acting Principal,
Balnarring Primary School.

Koala Friendly Fencing
A koala friendly fence is one that koalas can easily climb over, through or under, allowing them to move
freely around their habitat. The most common types of koala friendly fencing include post and rails and post
and wire (no barbed wire).
Koala friendly fencing can greatly assist with koala movement and dispersal through back yards and
residential areas. Some fence designs can trap a koala and leave it vulnerable to attack by domestic dogs,
as well as restrict access to important food and shelter trees.

Koala friendly fence designs:
Allow a koala an alternative route over a fence by:
•
•
•

Planting and retaining trees or sturdy shrubs near and along the fence line;
Addition of a continuous series of flat boards at the top of the fence to allow a koala to walk along the
fence without needing to come to the ground;
Installation of timber posts or logs of at least 125mm diameter leaning against the top of the existing
fence at an angle no greater than 60 degrees with the ground.

Allow a koala to climb over the fence by using:
•

Fences made from materials that koalas can easily grip and climb, such as round timber posts or chain
wire mesh.

Allow a koala to move under or through the fence by using:
•
•

300mm gaps between the ground and the bottom of solid fences;
300mm gaps between vertical slat fences will also allow koalas to
safely move through the fence.

How to modify an existing fence, wall or gate to make it koala friendly:
Many existing fences, walls and gates cannot be climbed by koalas, such
as those made of Colourbond, corrugated iron, brick, stone or vertical
railings. These can be easily modified by simply fixing a timber post on
each side of the fence. Make sure the posts are located opposite each
other, measure a minimum of 10cm in diameter and extend up to 20cm
above the fence. This will allow koalas to climb up, over and down the
fence. If a post is placed on only one side, koalas will not be able to climb
safely down the other side.

www.mpkoalas.org.au
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From Mornington Peninsula Koala Tree Planting <MPkoalatreeplanting@outlook.com

TREES for KOALAS
Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation and the Conservation Collective Nursery are
partnering again to give away free koala trees to Mornington Peninsula residents who live
in koala areas.
You can pick up trees from the nursery located at 52 Westernport Highway, Somerville
during their business hours. Please check their website for contact details and
hours: http://www.conservationcollective.com.au/
Please direct any questions to the nursery and be quick because the trees won't last long.
Feel free to share with your friends and neighbours and send us a photo of the trees you
have planted. If you are on Facebook or Insta please share our post there. Let's make this
another “sell out” event.
Our local nurseries have done it tough during lockdown, please support them whenever
possible.
The dynamic duo in the photo was observed on a private property in Somers a few weeks
ago. Remember, more than 70% of koala habitat is on private land and we can all do our
part.
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Coolart to Cerberus Biolink Project
Somers Revegetation Project 2021
It is very exciting to inform you that the community of
Somers has been asked to participate in a revegetation
project to help koalas on the peninsula.
The Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation and the
Mornington Peninsula Shire are working together with
community groups to provide a corridor for koalas to move
safely around Somers.
The project will improve the area by increasing:
- Koala food trees: such as manna gum, swamp gum and narrow-leaved peppermint
- Canopy cover: to protect koalas from inclement weather and heat waves
- Patch sizes (larger habitats): to support breeding populations
- Native plants: to benefit all local wildlife not just koalas

Residents who own properties identified as an important corridor for koalas have been
contacted and will be provided with free trees, site preparation works and habitat
restoration support. We thank these landholders for playing a vital role in the project by
planting koala food trees and provenance plants on their properties.
To support this project, volunteer on planting days or for more information contact:
Dirk Jansen - Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation
* mpkoalatreeplanting@outlook.com
Paola Rivera - Biolink Coordinator
* paolariveramelb@gmail.com
Website: www.mpkoalas.org.au
Facebook: Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation
Insta: mp_koalas
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Southern School of Creative Arts (SSoCA) is a new business opening in
Balnarring and surrounds. We caught up with Melanie McLean, the Artistic
Director, to find out more.
What is SSoCA?
We offer fun and dynamic classes for young people from
preschool to eighteen years of age in areas such as drama,
movement, public speaking and filmmaking. We will also
offer workshops and masterclasses in other creative arts
areas throughout 2021. Our classes are fun and inclusive
experiences that nurture creativity and help participants
gain confidence and foster new friendships.
What is different about SSoCA?
Some of our classes will be offered in local schools as
lunchtime drama and dance classes, which is a wonderful
way for students to have access to extra-curricular
performing arts activities, without the need for drop off
and pick-up after school hours. While this is initially only
available to Somers Primary School students, we will be
collaborating with other local primary schools in the near
future. We will also be running classes after school and on
weekends at local spaces. We recommend heading to our
website and enrolling for the classes, as places are limited.

Above: Mel’s two boys are the reason she wants to work
closer to home.

‘I always looked forward to drama classes with Mel they were always so warm, fun, and welcoming, and
she was such an engaged and friendly teacher. As a shy
student, she really helped me find my voice and
confidence.’ - Hayley - past student.

Why has SSoCA been established?
The idea for SSoCA was planted in 2017 when
I was on maternity leave with my son Ari. I
had been teaching Drama and Media full time
at Mentone Girls’ Grammar; directing the
school productions and commuting long
hours. I started to plan my dream job, which
was to run my own business in my local
community and continue to foster a love of
creativity and performance within my
students. After a career in film production,
casting, events and now teaching, I feel like
my skills are really geared towards this new
and exciting venture. I love teaching in
schools and my most recent roles at
Peninsula Grammar and Padua have been
very fulfilling. The flexibility to teach without
curriculum restrictions, however, and explore
performing arts, filmmaking and more with
my students is really exciting.

How can people enrol and are there any special offers?
Head along to our brand new website to book. We are also offering an early bird discount for 2021
bookings made before the end of December. We have gift vouchers available too, which are a great idea
for Christmas and can be used for our term-based classes, holiday workshops or masterclasses. Our
social media platforms will keep the community informed about classes commencing, holiday programs
and masterclasses as they become available. Our email subscribers also receive firsthand updates and
industry-based information about creative arts opportunities and why the arts are so beneficial for
32
children. Please visit www.ssoca.com.au to learn more.

Somers Ladies Probus Club
Probus is all about Friendship, Fellowship and Fun in retirement - with the
emphasis on FUN! Sadly with the current “Lockdown” all Probus activities
have been cancelled but our committee have used this time to maintain
contact with our members to check on their well-being.
We are planning a range of activities for our return and look forward to
getting together again soon. ZOOM has proved useful for meetings and we
have a regular newsletter to “keep in touch”.
Somers Ladies Probus invite retired and semi-retired ladies to contact
Elizabeth (5983 5898) or June (5983 5321) for more information.
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HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD’S PAST?
Compiled by Ilma Hackett, Balnarring & District Historical Society.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

In what year did the present Balnarring Hall open?
Where was the old Balnarring State School located?
When did the earliest European selectors take up land in the district?
For how long did Balnarring have a railway line?
Which Federal politician gave his name to a local hall, once also a school?
In what year was Coolart declared a wild life sanctuary?
1937, 1977 or 1998?
7. How did Merricks get its name?
8. What was initiated c. 1943, was first organised by St Marks Church and
became an annual event?
9. Which place names in the district have their origin in the local indigenous
language?
10. Where was Manly Beach?
11. Where was the post World War 2 migrant centre?
12. In what decade did vineyards become widespread throughout this area?

DO YOU RECOGNISE THIS?
Where is it located?
What is its significance?

ANSWERS: See next page.
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ANSWERS TO ILMA’S QUIZ on previous page
1. 1969
2. along Balnarring Road (opposite Johnson Street)
3. early 1860s.
4. 32 years (1921 – 1953)
5. James Fenton
6. 1938 (when Thomas Luxton bought the property)
7. The Meyrick cousins who were the first Europeans on this land.
8. Balnarring Flower Show
9. Balnarring, Tulum, Warrawee, Coolart, Yal Yal (Rd), Balbirooroo.
10. Merricks Beach
11. Present Somers Education Camp
12. From the late 1970s to the 1980s
Mystery site:
Mechanics Institute Park and Playground in Balnarring Road, Balnarring.
The cairn marks the site of the former Mechanics Institute & Library
(Balnarring’s first hall). The cairn houses a time capsule to be opened in 2024.

LIFE COACHING
At Warrawee

What a mix of emotions we’re all feeling as we leave lockdown behind and begin
to rebuild our lives. After months of living that smaller, supressed and somewhat
colourless life, have you vowed to now grab life with both hands and live a
richer, more colourful life?
•
•
•
•
•

IT’S TIME TO LEARN THE KEYS TO LIVING A BIGGER BRIGHTER LIFE
GET CRACKING ON SOMETHING THAT’S BEEN ON YOUR WISH LIST FOR YEARS
SORT OUT YOUR PRIORITIES
WORK OUT WHO YOU REALLY ARE
DISCOVER YOUR PURPOSE AND LIVE TO IT
Bookings now available Wednesdays & Saturdays

Lesley McMillan Life Coaching
0499 240 041
www.lesleymcmillanlifecoaching.com
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Balnarring Pre School
After many long months of lockdown and restrictions, we are back in the
kindergarten! The children are happily socialising, chatting, playing, challenging
each other and quickly re building what could have been friendships lost.. how
resilient these little souls are. They are thriving as they are back on site
surrounded by their friends and supported by our incredible educators. It is
hard to believe they are preparing for the remaining few weeks of their
preschool year.
At the beginning of each session, cars line up at the “Kinder Drive-thru” and
the children are temperature checked as they enter they preschool grounds.
They then walk in, wash their hands, put their bags away and are ready to
begin their session. It is great to see them independently navigating these
tasks and following routines without prompting.
This term, the children have continued
investigating birds, learning about their
habitats, their eggs and the songs they make.
They can now recognise several birds by their
calls and can identify them in the trees and the
sky.
The children also watched on YouTube the
Falcon chicks that are quickly growing in their
Collins Street nest in the Melbourne CBD.

There was great excitement this week
when, as we finished our
Acknowledgement to Country song
and Waang called out to us in the
tree and then we looked up, we saw
Bundjil flying above us in the sky
soaring with wide wings. (Weelam
Group newsletter, October 2020)
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The children have been fortunate to go straight
back to beach / bush camp sessions weekly, and it
is still regarded as one of the best days ever in our
household! The children have been exploring
pattern-making, creating Mandalas, with found
objects (stones, leaves, sticks, nuts, seed pods)
have been learning more about the Port Jackson
shark egg cases, many of which the children find
on the sand during their adventures.

Back on site and the children are enjoying cooking toast and damper on the
campfire. The children take responsibility for collecting wood to make the fire,
preparing the area so it is safe, using the flints to light the fire, organizing
buckets of water and ensuring they move safely and with care around the fire.
The children are also participating in PMP
(perceptual motor program) which challenges
them to move their bodies in particular ways –
run, hop, jump, balance, and climb under /
over / through. PMP develops gross motor
skills alongside persistence and resilience
when faced with a challenge.
“Being back together with friends has been
exciting, providing many times to be active,
laugh, share fun times, and engage together in
experiences. These are times that we plan for
and encourage throughout the program. We also teach the children to value
times of ‘Being’, times where your children allow themselves to Stop, to just
listen, to relax and be still. We have been intentionally teaching the children
ways to be calm, to take deep breaths, take ‘rainbow’ breaths and balance
busy times with quiet times. Being back together with their friends we have
observed many times when the children have shared these quiet moments with
a friend. Times just looking, listening, relaxing, moments when you make
pictures out of the clouds above us.” (Weelam Group, October Newsletter,
2020)
Melanie Shannon
Reggie’s Mum (Weelam Group), Balnarring Pre School

BUNDJIL’S NEST
PRESENTS

13.03.2021

SATURDAY 13TH MARCH 11AM - 7PM
BALNARRING BEACH, ROBERTSONS PARK AND CAMPING RESERVE

COMMUNITY FESTIVAL
HONORING AND CELEBRATING INDIGENOUS CULTURES

ENTERTAINMENT · FOOD STALLS · CRAFT STALLS
CULTURAL WORKSHOPS · CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

c
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y
r
u
o
a
So...
FOR MORE DETAILS CONTACT:

womindjeka.balnarring.ngargee@gmail.com
facebook.com/Bundjil2018/
instagram.com/womindjekabalnarring/

Please note that due to the current COVID-19 crisis, the format of this festival will comply with and
reflect any Victorian Government restrictions that will be held in place at the time of the event.
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SAVE THE DATE... 2021 Festival – MARCH 13RD
Balnarring Beach Robertson Park
Plans are well underway for the 2021 festival.
The entertainment line-up is looking amazing.
Here are some details of what to look forward to.

Entertainment
Neil Murray: Maverick song man Neil Murray was a founding member of the pioneering
Warumpi Band, which in the 1980s penetrated mainstream Australia with iconic anthems My
Island Home and Blackfella Whitefella. He is now a respected singer/songwriter, with a
string of remarkable albums. Accolades include the 2017 Port Fairy Folk Festival ‘Artist of
the year’ and the 1995 APRA song of the year award for My Island Home.
His song writing is influential and diverse and artists such as Jimmy Little, Missy Higgins
and Powderfinger have recorded his songs. Always engaging live, Neil Murray's work has
contributed substantially to Australia's contemporary music heritage.
Kee'ahn: With a name coming from the Wik people, meaning to dance, to sing, to play,
Kee'ahn aims to honour her name and Ancestors through her soulful music that weaves lush
melodies and words reminiscent of heartbreak and healing.
Kee'ahn's debut single Better Things is out now.
Madi Walker: Madi Colville Walker is a proud Yorta Yorta Woman, an inspiring musician
who has had many opportunities after her very first performance at the CMAA Junior
Academy. Madi has since performed at events throughout Victoria & NSW including
Echuca/Moama Winter Blues Festival, 3 Rivers Festival, Land of Plenty Festival, National
Firesticks conference, National Climate Change conference, Tamworth Country Music
Festival, Nelson Mandela Day Australia, Isol-aid, Songlines: song, resilience and survival
and opened for many well-known Artists such as Archie Roach, Isiah Firebrace, Benny
Walker, Fanny Lumsden, Kutcha Edwards and Darlinghurst. Madi has many inspirations
in music and looks up to many people such as: Archie Walker (Grandfather, Yorta Yorta
elder), Benny Walker (Award winning artist), Cassie Leopold, (Darlinghurst Band) and
Rob Walker (Guitarist) who taught Madi to play guitar; these people who inspire Madi
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have encouraged her to do her best in music, and she has also enjoyed strong support from
her family.
Other performances will be by Djirri Djirri Dance Group, Wala Connections, Amos
Roach and Jalgany (formerly Nola Lauch Band).

Cultural Program
Bush tucker walks, ochre painting, cook up, weaving, wood burning, headband creation,
traditional games, and more.

Interested in volunteering or joining the committee?
We have people involved from across the Peninsula and Melbourne helping to shape next
year’s festival. If you would like to be involved please come along to the next meeting (15th
Dec at Balnarring preschool at 7pm) or call us on 5983 5803 or contact us via email
womindjekabalnarringngargee@gmail.com. Or go to the website and click on the volunteer
form https://balnarringfestival.com.au/

Lead up event
We are planning to have breakfast in Robertson Park in January, including a wayapa session.
So many exciting things to be looking forward to!
Thank you to all who are sharing their passion and skills
to create this event for the Mornington Peninsula.
We look forward to gathering with the community once again.
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THE SCHOOL PROJECT/ MELBOURNE PERIOD PROJECT
MPP cares for the homeless by providing sanitary products, help
and support, including basic school supplies for children,
homeless or in refuges.
Either jump online to any store, eg Officeworks, order whatever you can
and have it sent straight to us at the warehouse (address below) or
send it to Barb (address below), Or send a money donation (account
details below).
HIGH DEMAND
- School items: Backpacks, lunch boxes and drink bottles, red
pens and calculators, exercise books and everything in between
- Diaries, notebooks
- NEW: small value cards (eg Coles vouchers $10 - $20),
movie tickets (for very hot days)
- Thongs, sunglasses, caps and visors, small sunscreen
tubes.
SANITARY ITEMS are always required: Regular Pads &Tampons,
Super Pads & Tampons, Small hand sanitiser bottles under 50ml, and
Liners, "hotel” size soaps /shampoos, etc.
NOTE: MPP are also providing period packs for bushfire Survivors
DELIVER to Barb Rimington, 5983 2245, or
Send your donation to:
The School Project
4/345 Plummer Street
Port Melbourne
VIC 3207
Or donate directly: Melbourne Homeless Collective BSB: 063027,
ACC: 10118955 Commonwealth Bank of Australia
For more information contact Barb 5983 2245
or check out MPP Website:
http://wwww.MelbournePeriodProject.org.au/Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/PeriodProjectMelbourne
42

Stuck for ideas this Christmas?
Give the gift of travel with a personalised invitation to create
a dream travel itinerary with TripAssist. It’s obligation free
and easy to attend, either online or face to face.

Personalise your invitation further by requesting the travel
image of your choice.
To organise your gift contact Fiona
by email info@tripassist.com.au or call 0405 505 245

Merry Christmas everyone
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Recycle your hard-to-recycle plastics in Somers
Ever wondered how to dispose of those old pens, toothbrushes, dishwasher
bottles and caps – that hard plastic that just goes in the bin – in a way that doesn’t
harm the environment?
Wonder no more! TerraCycle has arrived in Somers.
TerraCycle is a recycling company that specialises in hard-to-recycle materials.
They’re dedicated to getting rid of waste. Especially waste that can’t or shouldn’t
go into household bins.
Local households can now access this innovative recycling solution:
9 Garden Square in Somers is a registered drop-off site, where you can now
dispose of an array of plastics.
Not only is it free, convenient and environment friendly, it’s making the most of
community power. The average household can’t call on TerraCycle, but by
banding together to recycle in larger quantities we get the benefit of this
specialised service.
What you can drop off
1. Writing instruments: pens, felt tips, highlighters, markers, mechanical pencils,
correction tape and fluid pots, fountain pens and ink cartridges (NO glue sticks,
rubbers, rulers, pencils, scissors)
2. Electric toothbrushes: electric toothbrush handle and base
3. Oral care: toothpaste tubes and caps, floss containers, toothbrushes, electric
toothbrush heads
4. Dish and air care: dishwashing liquid bottles (including caps), dishwashing
tablets flexible packaging (including snap locks and zip locks), air freshener
aerosol cans and spray bottles (including spray and trigger heads), plug-in air
fresheners and refills (including plastic outer packaging), clip on car fresheners
and refills (including plastic outer packaging)
5. Burt's Bees: Burt's Bees personal care, lip care and skincare packaging.
* Packaging need not be washed; however excess product should be removed.
Where to drop off
Please only drop off the listed products at 9 Garden Square, Somers. Driveway
entry is on Florida Ave, at the Camp Hill Rd end, on the left just before you get to
Garden Square. All listed items can be put in the big plastic tub under the carport.
Thereiswill
in point
situ reminding
folk door
of what
canSomers
and can't
be recycled.
There
alsobea posters
collection
at the carpark
of the
General.
Like to know more?
You can visit the TerraCycle website www.terracycle.com for more information
about their programs. They have a range of free programs and, if you’d like to
take part in others, Lou is happy to investigate. You can contact her at:
lou@heartandcentre.com.au
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Dreamhouse Theatre Company Inc. is a not for profit peninsula-based theatre
company. We celebrate the artistic contribution that young people make to our
community, and encourage a lifelong love of the performing arts. We
offer theatre skills workshops, performance opportunities in plays and pop up
events.
Dreamhouse collaborates with professional teaching artists and creatives, and
is open to any young person 5-21 living on the Mornington Peninsula.
There is a scholarship program available where barriers to participation exist.
Get in touch to find out more about upcoming summer holiday workshops,
youth ensemble 2021 and more!
Dreamhouse Theatre Company is supported by the Bendigo Rye, Rosebud
and Dromana Community Banks and Mornington Peninsula Shire.
“Mornington Peninsula Shire supports the Performing Arts Development Program”
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TILBA HILL FARM GATE
Open Fri, Sat and Sun, 9-5pm
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Balnarring Fire Brigade News
As COVID-19 restrictions continue to ease, the Balnarring Fire Brigade is
pleased to advise our communities, amended gathering and performance
guidelines enable us to carry out specified community engagement outdoor
face to face activities are strictly in accordance with the CFA's COVID-19
Safe Guidelines.
For the community safety activity to be COVID compliant, the following must
be adhered to:
•

•

•

•
•
•

A maximum of 10 people outdoors, from any number of households,
children under 12 months are not included in this number
All procedures and processes outlined in the CFA's Coronavirus
guidance must be followed including the wearing of CFA-issued face
masks and hand sanitiser is to be used on arrival and departure
Registration details of all attendees, including name and contact
number is to be collected and appropriately stored for contact tracing
Community safety activities are to be limited to two hours maximum
No food or beverages are to be provided
Social distancing will need to be followed along with a CovidSafe Plan

The brigade, subject to the availability of members, as some are catching up
on training, and CFA resources due to the high demand, can deliver the
following community safety activities:Bushfire Topic
ü Bushfire Planning Workshop
ü Community Fireguard,
ü Fire Ready Victoria - (face to face delivery)
ü Property Advice Visit
Residential
ü Basic Home Fire Safety Materials
Schools
ü Early Fire Safe
ü Reduce the Risk
Community Events
ü Outside, open air events and displays
Please contact the brigade on 5983 5379 or BalnarringCFA@bigpond.com
to inquire about these activities.
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With summer approaching, here is the current Fire Danger Period
information:•

•

•

•

•

•

A written permit is required to burn off grass, undergrowth, weeds or
other vegetation during the FDP. This permit may be issued by the
Municipal Fire Prevention Officer or the CFA District Office. Please
check with your municipality in the first instance.
Lighting a fire in the open without a permit is an offence and can bring
a penalty of over $19,000 and/or 12 months imprisonment. Barbeques
and fires for cooking and warmth do not require a permit, but must be
lit in properly constructed fireplaces (to view complete conditions visit
cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/can
The use of an incinerator, chainsaw/lawn mower, welding/grinding
equipment and vehicles that come in contact with vegetation and
machinery with an internal combustion/heat engine are permitted
provided conditions are followed.
Farmers can find legal guidelines and practical advice at
cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/farms – this information is important
especially for new farmers, bush block owners or hobby farmers.
A Total Fire Ban declaration means no fires can be lit for the declared
district for that day unless there is a specific exemption or special
permit issued. This applies irrespective of the Fire Restriction status
for a given municipality.
Further details at cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/can/

Farm gate

87 Warrawee Rd Balnarring
Specialising in Medicinal Plants and Seeds Open every day
Check out sweetleafbotanical.com.au
for upcoming Herbal Workshops.

Sweetleaf Botanical
Medicinal Plants
Seeds & Teas
Herbal Products

Checkout our online shop at
www.sweetleafbotanical.com.au
Or Visit our Farmgate Shop

Warrawee Wholistic 87 Warrawee Rd Balnarring
Contact Jane 0411 399 212
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Rain Hayne and Shine
The Farm has re-opened!
We are trading from Saturday to Wednesday each week, 10am – 4pm
(closed Thursdays & Fridays) and open all school holidays.
Due to COVID restrictions it is necessary to pre book tickets on our
website rhsfarm.com.au
Summer Trading is from 19th December 2020 to 27th January 2021,
10am – 5pm daily (closed Christmas Day).
Featuring
Story time daily at 11am & 3pm. Let your child be a star and join in the
story with their animal friends.
1st to 24th December, Family Christmas Photo (FREE).
Take a Christmas Family Photo – traditional or Festive theme.

NEWSLETTER

CRIB POINT COMMUNITY HOUSE
NEWSLETTER – December 2020

UPDATE – as of 10/11/2020
Well hopefully at the time of printing, we will have reopened. As of today, we are
waiting on information from the Shire as to when we can open the building. Of
course things will be very different. Sue & I have been working hard to make
everything safe for your return.
Our plan at the moment is to only have social groups return as we have all been
starved of social contact and we think this is the most important thing for everyone’s
mental health. All of our usual classes can return but only to socialise at the
moment. We are working on Yoga returning but it would only be in small groups at
this stage. Keep up to date on our website or Facebook page.
CAFÉ CHAT COVID STYLE – We will continue our virtual café chat every second
Monday morning at 11am. Café Chat at Café 202 will resume shortly so keep an
eye on Facebook for updates on both. It will be a great time to catch up, have a
laugh, share ideas and just have fun. It’s all about keeping it positive and supporting
each other.
If you would like to join in either of these events, we put a post on Facebook on
Monday mornings as a reminder and the link for the Zoom Café Chat. If you’re not
on Facebook, phone on 5983 9888 or email info@cpch.org.au to get the link to join
us. You will need to have the internet to join us on Zoom either on your computer, or
mobile phone or device.
MARKET – Unfortunately the plans for the November & December markets were
not approved by Council. At the moment we don’t think the market will resume until
sometime in 2021. If you are selling your goods online, please email
market@cpch.org.au and Michelle will advertise them on the Market Facebook
page.
NEW TUTORS – We are always looking for new idea and tutors but at this time we
are especially looking for those who can teach a class contact free, ie; talks or
demonstrations. Next year we would like to continue with Zoom, so we need tutors
that can do classes via Zoom. Please email info@cpch.org.au or call Mary or Sue
on 59839888.
CHRISTMAS GOODIE BAGS – After the great success of our Senior’s High Tea
goodie bags, we are going to do a Christmas goodie bag for seniors. If you would
like to register, you’ll have to be very quick as the numbers are limited. Call us on
5983 9888 NOW!
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SENIOR’S HIGH TEA –
WE MADE THEIR DAY
Instead of holding our annual seniors high tea at
the Community House, we distributed ‘goodie
bags’ loaded with tea and coffee sachets, biscuits
and cakes and ‘some extra surprises’.
The free ‘goodie bags’ enabled seniors to have
high tea at home to share with a loved one or
maybe invite a friend, if Covid-19 regulations
allowed. We also hosted a virtual high tea on
Monday 12th October.
Those who lived locally picked up their ‘goodie bags’ at the Community House and
our wonderful volunteers helped deliver to those that were outside the five kilometre
radius. 65 bags were included with the Crib Point Community Support Group meals
while others were left at shops in Crib Point, Bittern and Balnarring for senior
customers.
All in all, 175 bags were enjoyed and we are still getting emails thanking us for
making their day. We know it’s very important to take care of our mental health,
especially in these trying times, but to get such wonderful feedback and know you
have made someone’s day, frankly, makes our day too.
The High Tea is sponsored each year by the Hastings and District Community
Bendigo Bank. Thank you to Crib Point Pharmacy for the samples, Josephine’s
Biscuits & Cakes, Crib Point Cellars & Café 202 for their contributions. Hopefully
next year we will be able to have our Senior’s High Tea at the Community House
again.
Here are just a few of the emails we received:
‘Thank you so much for the lovely goody bag. My husband Brian and I thoroughly
enjoyed our afternoon tea - I'd love the recipe for the cake! We look forward to
meeting you all sometime in the future. Warm regards, Marion’
‘Just to say a big thanks to you and your colleagues for organising the yummy high
tea pack the other day. Much appreciated, and a lot of it eaten and enjoyed!!! Jill’
‘Thank you so much for our goodies. That’s so kind, can’t wait till you’re open again
xx Caron’
‘Thank-you to all for our Goodie Bag. It was a bit of cheer in an otherwise very sad
year! And special thanks to Sue who was kind enough to drop it off to us! We
enjoyed our little High Tea very much! Warmest regards, Sue and Alan’
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Due to the coronavirus, please visit our Facebook page
(Crib Point Community Market) for updates and event information.
Crib Point Community Market – 2020 calendar
Crib Point Community Market is held on the second Saturday of the Month, 9am – 1pm.
Each Market is held at Crib Point Community House at 7 Park Street, Crib Point.
Visit our website at http://www.cpch.org.au/ or visit our Facebook page for updates.
Our markets are “not-for-profit” and all proceeds from the market/stall holder fees go to
the Crib Point CFA and Crib Point Community House, which are returned to the local
community through their various programs and services.
The spirit of Crib Point Community Market is one of community support and inclusion,
promoting locally produced hand-crafted products, local produce, new and up-cycled
products in a relaxed and social setting.

2020
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

14

2nd Saturday of each Month
Saturday 11th
Saturday 8th
Saturday 14th
Saturday 11th
Saturday 9th
Saturday 13th
Saturday 11th
Saturday 8th
Saturday 12th
Saturday 10th
Saturday 14th
Saturday 12th

BALNARRING MEN’S PROBUS CLUB
Our Club was founded in 1985 to provide opportunities for retired and
semi-retired local men to engage in a variety of activities in a congenial
environment which encourages fellowship and fun.
Under normal circumstances, we meet at Balnarring Hall on the last
Friday morning of each month (excluding December) commencing at
9:30 am.
Our regular features include photographic exhibitions, musical interludes
and guest speakers who are invariably a source of information and
entertainment.
The Club also hosts a variety of activities including book groups, chess,
cycling, money matters (investment), gardening, outings and a
renowned choir.
During the Covid-19 pandemic we have been unable to hold our regular
meetings however we have continued to use Zoom technology to
interact with members of specific interest groups.
These have included photography, investment and book groups which
are continuing to provide our members with some much needed contact
and stimulation.
To commemorate the 35th Anniversary of our foundation, we produced a
special booklet which highlighted our events and achievements over the
past decade.
Our regular newsletter has also been upgraded to provide members with
innovative and interesting articles and items during the lockdown period.
We have also initiated a regular contact program to ensure that our
members‘ welfare is being addressed.
We are looking forward to a resumption of our full program as soon as
the restrictions are finally lifted.
New members are always welcomed.
For further information please contact
Roger James on 0400 837 884 or check out our website by typing
—
Balnarring Men‘s Probus“ into your browser.
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Our commitment to serve you
We are passionate real estate experts who
love our community and the coastal
environment we live in. We know how
important your home or investment is to you
and we’re ready to serve you and achieve
the best result. Our guidance and grounded
local insight will give you all the support and
confidence you need every step of the way.

We walk, talk and live our values by:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Caring about people, our local community and the environment
Being passionate about property and loving where we live and work
Serving you with purpose and understanding as a dedicated team
Sharing our in-depth knowledge of local market prices and trends
Offering respectful communication and competency in marketing and negotiating
Using results-based strategies to give you a competitive advantage
Constantly employing best practises to get things done properly, the first time
Making a meaningful contribution to support the wellbeing of the community

Our team is working for you
Good people are the heart and soul of any
successful business. Our experienced team
bring a personalised and professional
approach to you with reliability, integrity,
highly valued advice and trustworthiness.
We have a culture of collaboration that
builds on our proven systems, strategies
and customer service and genuinely helps
you. We take pride in being able to serve
you and we’ll go the extra mile to meet and
exceed your expectations.

thecoast.com.au
The Coast Real Estate - Shop 27a Balnarring Village
Phone 03 5983 1980 - Email hotproperties@thecoast.com.au
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and/or training at your own location anywhere on the Mornington Peninsula
(Mordialloc to Portsea). Hourly rate $85.00 Call or email

Pat the Mac

M
E

0419 330 497
pat@patthemac.com

SAVE BALNARRING’S TREES
Concerned about our village wildlife habitat disappearing?
Photo: Don Juniper
Join our Facebook discussion page “Save Balnarring’s
Trees”.
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Combined Probus Club of Balnarring
With regret, due to the coronavirus, the meetings and Interest Groups of
the Combined Probus Club of Balnarring will cease as of now.
This will be reviewed on a monthly basis.
Please contact Patsy Wilson on 5983 9949 or 0419 009 784
Email grapatwilson@bigpond.com

WILDLIFE RESCUE
Contacts
@Koala rescue
Jenny Bryant
0417 395 883
@WHOMP
(Wildlife Help On
Mornington Peninsula)
0417 380 687
@Klarissa Gaunaut
0488 494 667
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Western Port UC Op Shop
Volunteers welcome!

The Western Port UC Op Shop at Crib Point closed on Saturday 18th July
and will remain closed until the Coronavirus pandemic subsides to an
acceptable level of risk for our volunteers and community.
Thanks to all our volunteers who have participated in the last few weeks of
trading and all our wonderful donors who have contributed to our supply
of good quality clothing and household items.

!
Have!you!visited!the!friendly!Op.Shop!in!Crib!Point?!
Westernport
Op Shop
149 Disney St,
Crib Point

0467 377 844

See

e
c
i
t
no

!
e
v
abo

OPEN TIM
ES:
SEE NOTIC
E
ABOVE
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New tree species founds on Somers Beach
mid-November 2020.
Some kind of rubber tree, I’m guessing!
Jen, The Bridge.

BALNARRING LADIES PROBUS
If you are a retired or semi-retired lady looking for good company and interesting
activities, come along to Balnarring Ladies Probus.
Due

to the

Coron

avirSpeakers,
We have Stimulating
us, me Book Group, Scrabble, Café Group, Craft Group,
etings Outings and Shopping Trips, as well as a
Films, Walking Group, Convivial Luncheons,
are u
spup
regular monthly Newsletter to keep syou
entoddate with events.
ed u n
til furt
h

Join us as our guest for any meeting at:
Balnarring Hall No. 2 (opposite the shops)
10am on the 4th Wednesday of the month
You will be made very welcome.

e r n ot
ic e .

Just come along or get further information from Adele on 0419 522 513.
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Working Bee at Balnarring Beach: All Welcome!
A dedicated group of Balnarring Beach ratepayers and members of the Foreshore
Committee are inviting anyone with a heart for the environment to take part in our
monthly working bee.
Our hard-working group meets on the last Sunday of the month at 10 am
at the rotunda next to the beach store at Balnarring Beach.
The November 29th working bee was the last one for this year.
We would like to wish everyone in the group all the best for a covid-free Christmas
and a healthy New Year.
Also, many thanks to all the helpers for the working bees this year - we’ll be back
again in February 2021 if all goes well.
Cheers
Rupert Steiner
for the Balnarring beach Foreshore Working Bee
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We’ve been waiting all year for this...

Balnarring Muso Night is BACK LIVE on Wednesdays
2nd and 16th of December
at the Balnarring Bowls Club!
We warmly welcome you to join us from 7pm for this very exciting
chance to enjoy the sweet sounds of our musos and share your own
music on the open mic stage.
Grab a table, bring your own nibbles and enjoy the dirt cheap bar prices.
(Even cheaper if you become a social bows club member.)
Strictly no BYO for drinks please, including soft drinks.
$5 donation at the door to help support the sponsorship of student
musicians in the area.
We ask that you respect the currently 'covid safe' measures and bring
along a mask for indoors and physically distance yourself from others.

Check out Balnarring Musos Night facebook page for all the latest info - ed
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Artwork by Karina Armstrong

THE BRIDGE
CONTRIBUTING TO THE BRIDGE
The Bridge is a bi-monthly independent community magazine for Balnarring and
surrounding areas. The views expressed within are those of the writers and not necessarily
those of the Editor, Community or any organisation. Financial contributions are welcomed
and a form to fill in is within this issue should you wish to contribute a donation.
GUIDELINES FOR THE BRIDGE CONTRIBUTIONS
The contributor’s name must appear with the article and contact information is
recommended. If emailing, please use A4 page format with 1.5cm margins, 14 point font
size and single spacing. Headings with a font of 18. Send as a Word or Pages format file to
info@bridgemag.com.au or PO Box 248 Balnarring VIC 3926. Ideally, file sizes no bigger
than 1.5MB please.
Deadlines for submissions are as follows:
January 10th (February/March issue)
March 10th (April/May issue)
May 10th (June/July issue)
July 10th (August/September issue)
September 10th (October/November issue)
November 10th (December/January issue)
Our number of pages is limited so “first come, first served”. Submissions for multiple
issues must be made each issue unless otherwise agreed. Acronyms to be written in full at
first mention followed by the acronym in brackets, e.g. “Community Centre (C.C.)”.
The primary focus of The Bridge is to promote free community events. Volunteer
organisations are encouraged to submit up to one page per month and will not be
charged. All entries that create income, including employment and housing, count as
adverts. “What’s On” entries are Free with a paid advert, or a small fee applies for
income-creating entries otherwise. Personal words from individuals are also free to enter.
Businesses holding events, workshops, etc. in the coming months are encouraged to
contribute.
Content that speaks negatively of any individual or group will not be published. Groups
should comment on their own activities only, unless in appreciation. The editorial review
team reserve the right to edit and/or refuse contributions where necessary. Copyright on
images used remains the responsibility of the contributor, and photographers must be
credited.
Please contact us for ad rates or visit our website www.bridgemag.com.au.
Please send queries regarding fees to info@bridgemag.com.au
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