THE BRIDGE
Issue 53 February and March 2019

Bi-monthly community magazine for Balnarring, Bittern,
Crib Point, Flinders, French Island, Main Ridge, Merricks,
Pt. Leo, Red Hill, Shoreham, Somers and Tuerong

www.bridgemag.com.au

THANK YOU to our Fab Four HERO SPONSORS!

Balnarring Beach Community
Association

Hello Everyone!
We hope you’re enjoying a fabulous Summer J
A reminder that we offer The Bridge in electronic format to be delivered direct to your email
– just send us an email with “subscribe” in the subject line. This enables you to view The
Bridge in full colour.
Our cover photo this edition was
taken at the “Peninsula’s Biggest
Paddleout” event – a peaceful
protest against the Crib Point AGL
Gas Project. An amazing event filled
with community members
concerned about Western Port’s
environment and the future of our
planet. Well done everyone. To read
more about it all, visit
www.savewesternport.org
To all our fantastic contributors, advertisers and volunteers, our appreciation for your part
in making the Bridge a useful and enjoyable resource for our wonderful community.
Jen and Ali xx
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We would like to acknowledge the traditional
owners of this land, the Boon Wurrung and
Bunurong language groups of the Kulin Nation.
We would like to pay our respects to their
elders, past, present and future.
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Our wonderful community! You!

Happy Birthday
February
th

4 Jason
6th Matt Wood
9th Jasmine Wigley
9th Julia Merrington
11th Terry Mulcahy
12th Christian O’Toole
13th Jane Featherston
18th Deirdre McLean
19th Jo Treweek
20th Daryl Gordon
25th Suzi Callender
27th Dr Tiv Nirmalaan

March
3rd Ronnie Little
5th Adam Harris
7th Audrey Russo
7th Julie Ryan
14th Crystal Fieldhouse
17th Paul Olson
19th Danni Josephine
21st Frank De Backer
22nd Steve Haylock
25th Jeff Fortuyn
27th Sophie Douglas
28th Mimi De Backer
February and March
Community Reading

FOCUS
Think about what you want, not what you don’t want.
Guard your thoughts carefully
because they create your experience.
Source: Healing With The Angles Oracle Cards; Doreen Virtue, Hay House Inc 1999.

Who do you appreciate in our community and why?
Email submissions of appreciation, & birthdays in our community,
to: info@bridgemag.com.au or
Post to: The Bridge, PO Box 248, Balnarring 3926
Would you like to receive a digital copy of The BRIDGE in your email inbox?
Email info@bridgemag.com.au “subscribe” in the subject line.
Want to contribute to The Bridge? For deadline reminders, email
info@bridgemag.com.au with “deadline reminders” in the subject line.

BALNARRING BEACH COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION INC A0021164R
PO BOX 463, BALNARRING 3926
bal.beachca@gmail.com
The Annual General Meeting of the BBCA was held on Saturday 12th January 2019 at the
Westernport Yacht Club. I understand that due to an unfortunate mishap with the mail-out
many residents of Balnarring Beach did not receive the Notice of AGM and Renewal forms
for membership. I sincerely apologise and would ask those of you who would like to renew
your membership and continue to receive information and updates from the BBCA
Committee to write to me at the P.O. Box 463 address, or by email bal.beachca@gmail.com
and I will make sure your request is attended to.
Those who were able to attend the meeting were treated to a very informative talk from our
Guest Speaker – Dr Desley Whisson, Senior Lecturer in Wildlife and Conservation Biology,
School of Life and Environmental Sciences at Deakin University, who spoke about her work
with the koala population on the Mornington Peninsula since 2016. They are studying 40
random sites from Tyabb to Flinders in which koalas are present but in low numbers. Koala
Conservation must be a community effort; the presence of Eucalypts (particularly Manna &
Swamp gums) is crucial and you can obtain free shrubs from Suze Kepert at the Balnarring
Beach Rangers office. However the koalas spend a lot of time in non-food trees, ie
Pittosporum and Banksia and need these for shade. There is a Facebook group to peruse:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MPKoalas/
We were also lucky to have David Gill, Mayor of Mornington Peninsula Shire update us on
several points of interest, a few pertinent ones of which are:
• An amalgamation is underway for the foreshore coastline under DELWP (Department
of Environment, Land, Water and Planning) so that Parks Victoria will have control
over these areas in the near future.
• Balnarring Community Common will be opening soon.
• Aged Care Facility proposal - Balnarring Road. Permits & objections are currently
being viewed.
• There is now a survey available for residents to give input to the neighbourhood
character. Mornington Peninsula has the largest planning department of any shire but
the peninsula has the most overlays & there are many cases for each planner. It is
becoming apparent that the State planning minister is looking to extend the urban
growth boundary and strategic planning is being ignored. This will impact the
planning & population for the peninsula as the state is looking to house & have
infrastructure for an extra 4 million people over the next few decades.
www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Have-your-say/Have-your-say-NeighbourhoodCharacter-Study
Heather Montague
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President, BBCA

BALNARRING BEACH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION INC.
PO Box 463, Balnarring, Victoria 3926
Bal.beachca@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE

“A Final Summer Fling”
Join us for another fun evening
before the clocks wind back!!

SAT 6th APRIL 2019
6PM – 9PM
At the Westernport Yacht Club Balnarring
(1 Foreshore Boulevard, Balnarring Beach)
Further information will be forthcoming by email and in
your letterboxes
7
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Be prepared for fire season
Let’s face it, most of us only
think about insurance after
something goes wrong.
With the bushfire season
approaching, it’s timely to think
about the protection of your home,
contents or investment property.
And knowing your biggest assets
are properly covered is
important.
Is the insurance you have the
cover you need? Most people
underestimate how much
insurance they actually need!

They simply renew their
insurance policies each year
without taking into consideration
renovations, alterations, or new
purchases.
With Bendigo Home and Contents
building policies we’ll cover you
automatically in the event of a
total loss for an additional
amount up to 10 per cent of the
building sum insured for:

To review your insurance needs,
get a quick quote or arrange
cover call 5983 5543 or drop
into Balnarring & District
Community Bank® Branch at
Balnarring Shopping Centre.

• Removal of debris
• Rebuilding fees
• Temporary accommodation.

bendigobank.com.au/insurance
Balnarring & District Community Bank® Branch
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited (The Bank) ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL237879. The Bank acts under its own Australian Financial Services Licence and under
an agreement with the insurers. Bendigo Bank Insurance is issued by Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722 (IAL) trading as CGU Insurance (CGU). The
information in this brochure is general and has been prepared without considering your objectives, financial situation or needs. You should consider the relevant
Product Disclosure Statements available from any branch or online at bendigobank.com.au. The Bank receives a commission based on a proportion of the product’s
premium. Full details can be found in the Bank’s Financial Services Guide and PDS. The Bank and its related bodies corporate do not accept any liability for, or
guarantee benefit in respect of this insurance. 1103800 - 1103811-8 (427371_v1) (9/01/2019)
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Country Racing at its best!
With our season underway Balnarring Picnic Racing Club has enjoyed top class racing
and great crowds which has been topped up by our new young and vibrant race-caller,
Ben Sporle.
We also had the honour of
Celebrating the 90th birthday
of our life member Stan Kerr,
at our Sunday 13th January
race meeting.
It was lovely to spend time with
Stan and his family and close friends.
Photo: Stan (right) with President of
BPRC Terry Mulcahy.

Happy Winners!
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We have our final two race meetings of the season:
Labour Day Meeting on Sunday 10th March
Easter Meeting on Saturday 20th April
Don’t forget Fashion on the Fields will be held at our last meeting race meeting on Easter
Saturday. More than $2000 plus in prizes to be won!!
Come along and enjoy live music throughout the day. Take it easy with your picnic;
alternatively marquees and roped-off areas can be booked online at balnarringraces.com

For further information about the club and upcoming race meetings
visit our website
www.balnarringraces.com
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Balnarring Primary Opens its Doors for 2019
On Wednesday 30th January all classroom doors opened to welcome 375
students to begin the 2019 school year. Happy, enthusiastic children ventured
into every room eager to reconnect with ‘old’ friends, buddy up with new ones
and begin that special relationship with their 2019 classroom teacher.
There are 16 grades organised across the school this year.
Three foundation classes, two Year 1 classes, two Year 2 classes and a Year 1/2
class make up the Junior School. The Senior School has two classes in each of
the Year levels 3 – 6. Specialist programs will again be offered in Physical
Education, Science, Japanese and Performing Arts.
The school welcomed 37 new families into its ‘Learning Community’.
On Friday the 15th February a ‘welcome breakfast’ will be held in the school’s
courtyard.
As a result of the comprehensive ‘Step-into-Foundation’ program, which began
in term 4 with an ‘Information Night’ and included many visits to the school,
our Foundation students (and hopefully their parents and carers) are already
feeling quite at home.
Just as our new families begin their relationship with the school I would like to
invite any member of the wider Balnarring Community to also get involved in
the life of the school. If you have an interest in supporting children with their
reading or number development and you have the time to volunteer we would
love to hear from you. (If you would prefer to be involved whilst working
outdoors our garden beds and grounds would love to hear from you too!)
Please contact me at the school on 5931 4444 if you would like more
information on how you can support the school during 2019.
We look forward to another very happy and successful school year.
Sandy O’Meara
Assistant Principal,
Balnarring Primary School.
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Balnarring Preschool
It’s the beginning of a new year and we’d like to warmly welcome our 2019 families to the
Balnarring Preschool. As term begins children and families are invited to come and get to
know their new teachers and educators and become familiar with the preschool
environment. Small groups will create a quieter space where staff can get to know the
children and their families and important information can be shared. All families will be
invited to a ‘Welcome to Country’ ceremony which will take place in term one.
On Saturday March 23rd at Robertson Park, Balnarring Beach the Womin Djeka Balnarring
Ngargee Festival will take place. Please come along for a great day of learning with live
entertainment, food and market stalls, story-telling, First Peoples activities, kids art and
craft activities and bush camping. It’s sure to be a great event for the whole family!
It is with regret that we announce the resignation of Michele Evans,
one of our most beautiful and divine educators. Michele has decided
that it is time to slow down and explore other passions and finished
at Balnarring Preschool at the end of 2018.
Michele worked at Balnarring Preschool for fifteen years
consecutively and two years before that time. The kinder has been
blessed to have such a dedicated staff member who has always gone
above and beyond. Michele was one of the reasons people came to
our preschool and word got around just how nurturing and kind she
was. She always had the whole family in mind, not just the child
attending, and ensured she was always a support and a shoulder
when needed.
This is a very sad time for Balnarring Preschool but is also a huge
celebration and appreciation of everything that Michele has given.
We are very excited to honour Michele next year in the best way this
community can.
We’d like to thank Michele for being an incredible part of Balnarring
Preschool - we will miss you terribly.
We’d like to welcome Betina Waddell to the teaching team as she
steps into the educator role in Weelam group, working alongside Ann, Cath and Kim.
Betina has worked at Balnarring Preschool before with the three-year-old groups and is
looking forward to starting an exciting year with Weelam Group.
If you would like any more information, please contact the preschool either via email at
balnarring.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au or phone 5983 5803.
Note: the celebration for on 24th of February (advertised in our print edition) has been
cancelled since going to print - Ed
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Silver Leaf Art Box warmly invites you to

Warren Cooke
Convergence

Opening Friday 1 March 6 - 8 pm
With music by Sam O’Connell

Exhibition 2 - 17 March 2019
Open weekends 11am - 4pm or by appointment
3361 Frankston - Flinders Rd, Merricks
email artbox@silverleafyoga.com.au
social @silverleaf_artbox
enquires 0422 132 525

Proudly supported by

Warren Cooke
Convergence
Warren Cooke has lived, surfed and created work in
Balnarring for the last ten years, drawing his
inspiration from the local coast. Recently, with an
investment in a small boat, Cooke’s work has
shifted viewpoint, from looking out to sea, to looking
back towards land from the perspective of the water.
This shift in perspective perpetuates an ongoing
fascination with a threshold – the dynamic space
where land and sea intersect. This energy-filled
space is alive with movement and sound. The latest
body of work extends the Land and Sea series that
began in 2016, but here the picture plane is
consistently composed of three elements – earth, water and air. The interplay
between these forces illuminates the different moods and atmospheres that
Cooke translates from this coastal region.
Aside from two exquisite pen and ink drawings, the works in the exhibition are
woodcut prints. Cooke says of his practice “I source the timber from discarded
items in my neighbourhood. I enjoy lending these timbers a new life, and their
grain and random marks and scars become a serendipitous part of the work. The
printmaking process is imbued with surprise, unlike drawing which is very direct
and immediate, printmaking has many steps, which often produce unpredicted
effects.”
Cooke’s woodcut prints are multi-layered with colour,
the layers building as each impression is
painstakingly hand printed and more sections of the
wood block are carved away. This gives the work a
complexity of depth and presence. Most of the
pieces in this exhibition are unique state works,
capturing a moment mid process, creating
interesting insights into both the mind of the artist
and the woodcut medium.
Penelope Gebhardt
Images: (opposite) Land & sea #34 (Tortoise Head) 2018, woodcut,
56 x 45 cm, unique state, (top) Land & sea #32 (Shoreham Beach)
2018, woodcut, 56 x 45 cm, edition 19, (bottom) Land & sea #33
(Merricks) 2018, woodcut, 56 x 45 cm, unique state.

Balnarring Village - FORTY YEARS ON
Forty years ago the Balnarring Village shopping complex made its beginnings on the
corner site of land where the community’s general store still stood. By the end of 1979 ten
shops and a doctor’s surgery had opened with another five shops to follow the following
year.

The date on the photo is ‘April 1979’.

Some considered the developer, Leighton Keast, at best ‘ahead of his time’ or just plain
‘out of his mind’ when he first proposed his vision of a community hub at this site. But he
believed in ‘having a go’ and the Village not only flourished but grew and it continues to
evolve. Today it extends well beyond the original two road frontage. This year more
shops in the re-developed ‘Tulum Village’ in Russell Street are ready to open and the
Medical Centre is on the move to new premises along Balnarring Road.
Balnarring Village has grown in a series of stages. Stage 1, which opened late in 1979,
comprised doctor’s rooms. a butcher, green grocer, milk bar, take-away food coffee
lounge, delicatessen/health foods, hairdresser with a chemist, haberdashery/wool and a
clothing shop to follow in the new year.
The five businesses proposed for Stage 2 were a bank, veterinary surgeon, solicitor, real
estate and restaurant. The next stage was when the General Store was demolished to
make way for the first Ritchies supermarket in 1984. That corner complex would also
accommodate the chemist, dentist and the newsagent. 1984 also saw the relocation of the
post office from its home on the other side of the Frankston Flinders Road.
Businesses came and went and re-located. The first doctor, Graham Cato, had his surgery
in what is now Ruby Finch dress shop. The practice soon outgrew the building and moved
into a purpose -built medical centre on Russell Street.
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The butcher is still at its original location but not with the original owner. The first
hairdressing salon was ‘Scissors ‘n’ Curls’. Newspapers were sold at the milk bar until the
newsagency was built. Today’s pharmacy was formerly a bank but in the 1980s the
premises was a hardware store.
The take-away shop is still there, as is the restaurant although it is now a Chinese
Restaurant. Early patrons dined at “Paulanda’s” / “Marie and Mr Bobby’s” / “Kanga by
the Sea” before it became “Hoolies”. Today there is a far greater range of restaurants and
coffee shops for locals and visitors to choose from.
Although Leighton Keast sold The Village in 1982 to finance another venture - a
restaurant and motel in Mornington - Balnarring Village continues to be the community
hub he once envisaged.
- Ilma Hackett
Balnarring & District Historical Society
What do you remember of the Village in earlier days? Share your memories with us.
ph. 5983 5326 or email: balhist4@gmail.com

mornington peninsula qigong
Soaring Crane Qigong

at the

Westernport Yacht Club, Balnarring
Contentment. Happiness. Healthy body, healthy mind.
Suitable for all ages.

Book now for classes in 2019

www.morningtonpeninsulaqigong.com

Contact Thomas Hoelzer 0429373067, mornpenqigong@gmail.com
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VICTORIAN LEAGUE

BALNARRING
SKATE PARK

Saturday 9th February
FREE SKATE & SCOOT CLINICS
CLINIC #1 4:00pm - 5:00pm
CLINIC #2 5:00pm - 6:00pm

Sunday 17th February
COMPETITION
Scooter 11am, BMX 12:30pm, Skate 1:30pm
Free Entry, All Abilities Welcome
2-8 Civic Ct, Balnarring
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Red-necked Avocet
Photo: David Stabb

Wild Western Port
I stand by the fence that separates the farmland from the bay.
On one side there are cattle and grazed pastures with scattered
clumps of scrappy paperbark - and more fences; on the other
side is wild Western Port: a thick band of golden tussock grass
leads down to thickets of shrubby glasswort where Striated
Fieldwrens skulk amongst the foliage, showing only glimpses of
movement but then surprisingly appearing on the very tip of a
bush and bursting into a spirited, whirring song. Here too I
sometimes see Blue-winged Parrots, cousins of those rare and
elusive Orange-bellied Parrots which used to be seen here but
which are now teetering on the edge of extinction, their ongoing
existence only preserved through a band of dedicated zoos,
ornithologists and volunteers.
The shrubby glasswort makes way for the low lying beaded
glasswort which covers the mud in a carpet of greens and reds
and magenta; beyond this the mud flats stretch far out into the
bay, tinged with green from the sea grass - that most valuable of
plants that provides food and shelter for an incredible diversity
of wildlife from algae to fish to swans.
Out on the open water Black Swans float elegantly on the gentle
waves and Musk Duck – strange black waterbirds that have gone
down their own evolutionary path, great bulky birds, the males
have a large pouch beneath their bill which they inflate during
courtship displays creating whistles and other un-duck like
sounds as they splash and tremble in their effort to impress a
female.
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They are diving ducks with their feet set far back on their bodies
making walking on land near impossible but for diving and
swimming they are excellent and the birds disappear from view
and bob up again as they feed deep below the water’s surface.
Flotillas of the more familiar Grey and Chestnut Teal ride the
waves or dabble in the shallows.

Bar-tailed Godwit. Photo Steve Wright

Across the mud flats it’s teeming with
birds, migrants from the northern
hemisphere; Eastern Curlew with their
incredibly long bills which they probe into
the soft mud in their search for
invertebrates or pluck hapless crabs from
near the surface; Sharp-tailed
Sandpipers with their chestnut crowns
and beautifully patterned plumage of
autumn colours, Curlew Sandpipers greyer than the sharpies and with downcurved beaks, their heads jerking up and
down as they feed in the shallows. They
remind me of miniature oil derricks
pumping oil out of the ground – an ironic
observation perhaps as oil spills are one
of the threats to these small birds.

Red-necked Stints scurry around busily on the mud working
over every square inch in search of the tiny animals that make
up their dinner. Don’t worry about looking for their red necks
though, these birds are in their non-breeding plumage and only
a few start colouring up before they leave on their journey
north to their breeding grounds in and around the Arctic Circle.
This is why the mud flats are so important for these migratory
birds. They are rich in food and the birds more than double
their weight in preparation for their northward journey; some
even shrink their internal organs to accommodate the extra
weight. These flights are legendary and almost unbelievable:
birds fly thousands of kilometres non-stop, an absolutely mind
boggling effort – it seems impossible and yet they do it.
Occasionally, something extra special will turn up – Pacific
Golden Plovers or a Whimbrel – the curlew’s smaller cousin – or
my personal favourite, the Bar-tailed Godwit (photo next page),
a beautiful, long legged bird with a long, straight, pink-tinged
bill.
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Sharp Tailed Sandpiper
Photo: Steve Wright

There are a lot of locals out there too: Great Egret, Royal
Spoonbill, White-faced Heron – birds that most of us are
familiar with, but here in this quiet corner of the bay there are
more exotic creatures; Red-necked Avocet, a bird dressed by
Dior if ever there was one, stylishly patterned in black and
white with a rusty head and neck and an improbably thin,
upturned bill which appears to have been created more for
style than practicality and yet even when put to its practical
purpose of catching shrimps and other invertebrates it is still
applied with a graceful sweeping motion that ensures that
nothing about this bird is plain or common place.

22

Red-necked Avocet

Photo by David Stabb

Black-winged Stilts on their long, pink legs
wade through the shallow water picking at
invisible prey; they yap like dogs and fly with
their long legs trailing behind them.
Occasionally they are joined by Banded Stilts,
striking, snowy headed birds with a rust red
waistcoat and black jacket.
The tide rolls in surprisingly quickly, covering
the mud flats and the birds retreat before it,
the stints and sandpipers taking off in large
whirring flocks as water covers their feeding
grounds. Terns turn up, Gull-billed, Crested,
and sometimes huge, scarlet-beaked Caspian
Terns hover briefly and then plunge daringly
into the water to emerge with a prize of a fish
in their beak. A White-bellied Sea Eagle
cruises by high over head and a Swamp
Harrier quarters the long grass and reed beds
in search of prey.

Black-winged Stilt
Photo: Steve Wright

The tide creeps over the tracks left in the mud by a bounding
kangaroo that ventured out here earlier in the day and the birds
begin to congregate at the high points of land on the edge of the
bay that will be their resting places when the tide is full. Here
they will rest, shuffling for position, heads tucked under their
wings, eyes blinking, not fully asleep, keeping an eye out for
danger. This is one of the many priceless wonders of Western
Port and why it is a wetland of international importance and why
we need to keep it that way.
Brian Thomas

Red-necked Avocet
Photo: David Stabb
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Cr DAVID GILL – Mayor Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
I am often asked about the role of Local Government and Local Councillors.
For those who don’t believe that Councils do much I am more than happy to help explain how
we directly affect your lives by offering more than 100 services, many of which you may
depend upon.
This ranges from infrastructure like roads, footpaths, Halls and Sports Reserves to Infant
welfare centres, pre-schools, senior citizen clubs, Arts and Culture including our Art Gallery,
planning permits, fire safety plans and amenity compliance issues such as party houses, dogs
and parking.
Apart from applying taxes no other level of Government has such day to day connection with
their community. This also means that you complain to us when thing go wrong and
Councillors will follow up and support many of these local concerns.
As the new Mayor I am willing to be accountable along with Councillors and Officers.
Your role is to let us know your concerns in writing, copy in Councillors and follow up with us if
necessary. Phone calls are not the best communication method if a paper trail is required.
It is not always as easy as we would like as part of decision making is to listen to all views and
make considered decisions. It is not just saying yes to everyone.
My main priorities and areas to work on this year are…
• Traffic and pedestrian safety
• Water recycling, especially from the SE outfall. The State Government and Melbourne
Water are intent on selling this easement land without considering community needs
• To make sure that the new Council Innovation Committee is effective
• Strong advocacy to other levels of Government about local concerns
• Town Planning concerns include
- Population growth and insensitive development
- The need for quicker responses to permit applications
- The Planning Minister treating us as part of the Metropolitan planning scheme area
- Threats to our Green Wedge
- Protecting the urban growth boundary around towns and villages and the need for
strategies to protect local character
• Pollution of our bays and ocean
• Supporting volunteers who do so much to enhance ‘community building’ on the
Peninsula
• Transparency and Accountability
• Local public transport which has been neglected by State Governments for many years
• Vision in preparing for climate change and rising sea levels, based on scientific
knowledge
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It is not well known that Mornington Peninsula Shire Council is in the bottom 20% of property
rate charges in Victoria and is among the lowest in borrowing and interest repayments.
Of course there are many other issues that are requiring attention and solutions and part of
local government’s role is in advocating about matters that concern our community.
Your views on wider priorities and local issues either from individuals or groups help Council
plan for the future and also help resolve immediate concerns. Thank you for your contribution.
David.

Community Council Meeting
Tuesday 26th March
at the Balnarring Community Hall
Frankston-Flinders Road
Balnarring
Community Briefing from 5pm
Dinner at 6pm - by booking through the Council website.
Ordinary Council Meeting including public question time from 7pm.
Questions must be presented prior to the meeting online or in person.
Limit of 50 words per question and 2 questions per person who must be present at the
meeting.
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Saturday March 23rd 10am -10pm
and
Sunday March 24th
(Wayapa session in the park followed by breakfast.)

We have an amazing program to offer the community
Children’s area…
opens at 10am with a range of free activities, including storytelling, drawing, art and craft.
Cultural workshops…
run from 10.15am to 5pm and include Bush tucker walks, Spear throwing, grass weaving,
several art experiences, boomerang wood burning ($10 cost), Possum skin arm bands
($10) and information about the environment
Welcome to Country Didgeridoo session Food Stalls Craft stalls Festival Merchandise
Entertainment…
Owen Thomas, Lucky, Carissa Watts, Djirri Djirri Dance company, James Henry, Matt
Katsis, Dallas Woods, Drmng Now, Leah Flanagan, and Benny Walker.
Book Launch
The children of Balnarring Preschool have illustrated a Boon Wurrung creation story. The
book will be launched at the festival at 4:30pm.
Camping available
Contact Balnarring Foreshore
If you would like to be part of this amazing community event please contact us –
‘many hands make light work’
More information
available on the face book page https://www.facebook.com/Bundjil2018/
or contact us at womindjeka.balnarring.hgnargee@gmail.com
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Are you and your baby struggling to get enough sleep?
CALL NETTIE ON 0400807014

I can help you gain confidence as you understand more about your baby’s
biological sleep needs.
Scientifically based support can help you achieve healthier sleep habits for your
baby.
Gentle sleep methods tailored to suit individual needs.
Age: Newborn-5
Nettie’s Night Rescue – Baby Sleep Consultant
Email: info@nettiesnightrescue.com.au
www.nettiesnightrescue.com.au

Campaign to End Alcohol Advertising in Sport
Dear Bridge Readers, I wonder if you would be interested in becoming
a supporter of a very worthy cause?
It’s called Campaign to End Alcohol Advertising in Sport.
To sign up online and show your support, please visit
www.endalcoholadvertisinginsport.org.au/take-action
CWA Victoria
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WILDLIFE
RESCUE
Contacts
@Koala rescue
Jenny Bryan
0417 395 883
@WHOMP (Wildlife Help On
Mornington Peninsula)
0417 380 687
@Klarissa Gaunaut
0488 494 667

SAVE BALNARRING’S TREES
Concerned about our village wildlife habitat
disappearing? Join our Facebook discussion
page “Save Balnarring’s Trees”
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Top: King Leopold Ranges
Above: From Sorrento Pier
Both paintings From Barbara O’Brien Exhibition
to view this page in full colour, download The Bridge at www.bridgemag.com.au

A Shy Albatross. Photo by Steve Wright

Growing connections
for sustainability
RESERVE

Western Port Biosphere Has a New EO!
Duncan Malcolm, Chair of the Western Port Biosphere Reserve Foundation, announced at the recent AGM
that the Board has appointed Greg Hunt as the new Executive Officer.
“No, not the Flinders MP, whose job as Federal Minister for Health means he’s a bit busy for this job, but
rather the Greg Hunt who many in the region will know as the previous Executive Officer of the South East
Councils Climate Change Alliance” Duncan said.
“Greg brings deep knowledge of the area, broad networks and a great love for Western Port”.
“With his background in education, positions in state and local government and in environmental
organisations, his experience will be very helpful as the Biosphere builds upon the body of work delivered
over the last 16 years.”
“This is what said to us that he was the best candidate for the job,” Duncan continued.
Greg was originally a science and environmental studies teacher, a bureaucrat writing education policy,
Principal of the Zoo School, Education Manager at Melbourne Museum and National Manager of
Waterkeepers Australia, before his role with the South East Councils Climate Change Alliance. He spent
time on the Board of Chisholm TAFE, on the Southern Melbourne Committee of Regional Development
Australia and on the Central Coastal Board. He is a keen birdwatcher, twitcher even, and spends much of
his leisure time walking the tracks and trails of Australia with his binoculars around his neck.
“I’m very pleased to be back in the region of Western Port, working in the context of conservation and
development,” Greg said.
“If we can show models for how these very big challenges for human society can be approached, we will
have been very useful indeed. Where else would we find a place of such environmental significance,
natural wonder and community challenge – and it is here on our doorstep.”
“We all have to live somewhere, we consume goods and services and yet we want the best environment
possible. That trying to optimise these legs of the trifecta is very very hard but it doesn’t mean we don’t
try. We do try, but we try very thoughtfully, very carefully and with the support of the Western Port
community,“ Greg argues.
The Board wishes to thank Cecelia Witton, the outgoing EO, for the contribution that she has made. She
did a handover to Greg who took up the role in late November.
Duncan Malcolm
Chair
Western Port Biosphere Reserve Foundation
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8 pm Fri 26th & 2pm Sat 27th

!
Have!you!visited!the!friendly!Op.Shop!in!Crib!Point?!
Volunteers welcome!

Westernport
Op Shop
149 Disney St,
Crib Point

0467 377 844

O PEN
Tues, Wed
,
Thurs, Frid
ay
10.00 - 3.3
0
Saturday
9.30 – 1.0
0
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Somers Ladies Probus Club
Probus is all about Friendship, Fellowship and Fun in retirement.
Somers Ladies Probus members have been enjoying holiday time with family
and friends over January, preparing for the re-start of club activities with
our February 1st meeting.
Outings co-ordinator Elizabeth, after arranging outings in 2018 to a Garden
Tour and Devonshire tea at Karrawinga Park, a Tide Master luncheon cruise
in Westernport Bay, a viewing of “Meet Me in St. Louis”, a visit Mornington
Race Club for a Spring Race Day and joining the Balnarring Ladies Probus in
a visit to the Red Hill Peony Estate, has plans underway for new outings in
2019.

Our Knit and Natter group members model the hats and scarves they have
knitted to be sent to various charities. Our 2019 project will be knitting
items for prem. and neo-natal babies in hospitals.
Retired and semi-retired ladies are very welcome to join us at our monthly
meetings at the Stone Pavilion, Somers at 10am on the first Friday of each
month.
Contact Veronica on 5983 2952 or June on 5983 5321 for more information.
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Sail4Justice
From the 5th till 14th of January, the Sail4Justice crew hosted a “Pirate Skill Share
Sailing Camp” on French Island Fairhaven camping grounds. They held casual
workshops in sailing and navigation and plotted next steps for their campaign. On
January 6th they joined the Westernport community for the incredible “Peninsula’s
biggest paddle out” event protesting the AGL's heinous proposal to permanently
moor a floating storage regasification unit at Crib Point in Westernport Bay.

Sail4Justice is a freedom flotilla which will be taking to the seas to sail for human
rights, Indigenous sovereignty, and climate justice. Their destination is Manus Island.
All refugees on Manus Island and Nauru are political prisoners. The Australian
government and private corporations are committing gross violations of human
rights. The same government continues the process of colonisation of the continent of
Australia and supports Indonesia's occupation of West Papua. For centuries,
colonisation has imposed artificial borders that carved up Indigenous nations and
their lands, resulting in the dispossession of Indigenous peoples from their land, and
in regional conflicts. Globally, the ongoing impacts of colonisation and imperialism
create conditions such as war, global wealth disparity and environmental changes that
force people to flee their lands. There are currently millions of environmental
refugees. It is projected that climate change will create the world's biggest refugee
crisis in the next decade.
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The freedom flotilla will be traveling with the Kangaroo skin engraved with an
important message from Arubunna Elder Kevin Buzzacott. The engraving, depicting
people of all colours gathered around the sacred fire, will be accompanied by ashes
from the tent embassy and water from Uncle Kevin's traditional country surrounding
Lake Eyre. These gifts are to be presented by First Nations and West Papuan flotilla
participants upon our arrival on Manus.

Sail4Justice is asking you all to join or to support the Flotilla for Justice that will be
launched from Narrm/Melbourne in May and leave Australia from Gimuy/Cairns in
June 2019.
The Sail4Justice crew would like to give a big thanks to the French Island and
Westernport locals for their amazing hospitality! Thank you for the great advice and
fresh produce gifts. Much respect to all the “Peninsula’s biggest paddle out” crew.
Solidarity with the fight against AGL, we will spread the word!
You can find out more and get in touch with us on https://sail4justice.org/
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Create your own experience… at the 91st Red Hill Show
For a true taste of the Peninsula, you can’t go past the Red Hill Show. With its focus on agriculture and
horticulture, the 91st annual show at the Red Hill Showgrounds on Saturday, March 9 — Labour Day
weekend — will feature the best craft, food, wine, beer and cider the Peninsula has to offer, as well as
entertainment for all ages.
The Mornington Peninsula Paddock, sponsored by MPP, will be a chance to meet producers from
across the Peninsula. With foodie Richard Cornish as our illustrious MC and celebrity chef Matt
Wilkinson, who will teach us his secrets when preparing a salad from mouth-watering local
ingredients, the MPP Stage will be a major focus this year. Matt, a Yorkshire born Melbourne chef
and author of such best sellers as Mr Wilkinson’s Favourite Vegetables, is a passionate advocate for
ethical farming. There will be discussions on honey, keeping chickens, the 2019 sausage-making
competition, and the first Red Hill Show Apple Pie Making competition and much more. Don’t forget
to visit the MP Paddock for the 3rd Cider Show which will take place at the Cider Marquee where
visitors will be treated with demonstrations, cider tasting and a chance to meet some of the
Peninsula’s best cider producers.
“We have included more FREE rides and fantastic attractions for the whole family”, commented Bec,
Executive Officer. “Kids can delight in a free pony ride, feed and pet our farm animal friends or enjoy a
close encounter with native wildlife. Don’t forget that once you enter the show almost everything is
free including many of the carnival rides, and of course the ever popular Australian Mountainboarders
are back with demos and FREE workshops.” From Miniature goats, alpacas, sheep and every animal in
between, the Red Hill Show has it all. Our heavy horse section, including the majestic Clydesdales and
Gypsy Cobs, is back and with our new shade zone we can offer a better viewing of the horses. See the
mustering talents of the Futura Working Dogs and the skill of the shearer. Kids can enjoy a puppet
show or visit our local Willum Warrain indigenous group. It truly is a community event celebrating our
past culture and lost trades”. Each year we have been adding great music at the show and we are
thrilled to have The Jackson Four and Diddy Reyes The Shakers entertaining us this March.
Start planting your radishes, pruning the roses and grooming the alpacas because entries are open
and show ribbons are up for grabs. … See you at the show!
For entries and inquiries, phone 5989 2357, email info@redhillshow.com.au, visit the website
redhillshow.com.au or follow the Red Hill Show on Facebook and Instagram.

Admission: Family ticket (2 adults, 3 children 6-18 years) $60; Adults $20; Children 6 to 18
years $10 (5 years and under free); Students and Pensioners $10. Free parking.
info@redhillshow.com.au
www.redhillshow.com.au
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Melbourne Period Project / The School Project
MPP Cares for homeless women, transmen, non binary people
by providing sanitary products, help and support, including
basic school supplies for children in refuges, or homeless
Either jump online to any store eg Officeworks, order whatever
you can and have it sent straight to us at the warehouse.
OR donate school items HIGH DEMAND: Backpacks, lunch

boxes and drink bottles, red pens and calculators! Then
exercise books and everything in between.

OR DELIVER to Barb Rimington,5983 2245
OR Send your donation to
The School Project
4/345 Plummer Street
Port Melbourne
VIC 3207
SANITARY ITEMS are always required: donations of: Regular
Pads &Tampons, Super Pads & Tampons, Small hand sanitiser
bottles under 50ml and Liners, "hotel” size soaps /shampoos etc
Or donate directly: Melbourne Homeless Collective BSB:
063027, ACC: 10118955 Commonwealth Bank of Australia
For more information contact Barb or check out
Website: http://wwww.MelbournePeriodProject.org.au/
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/PeriodProjectMelbourne
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BALNARRING MENS PROBUS CLUB
Being a member of our Probus Club is a wonderful opportunity to meet
and mix with other local retired/semi-retired men. Our interests are many
and we offer a wide range of activity groups to cater for those interests.
The activity groups include – Investment and Money Matters, Day Trips
(visiting a wide range of interesting commercial enterprises), Cinema,
Chess, Wine Appreciation, Choir, Cycling, Cultural (mostly music), Book
Clubs (x2), Camera Club, Dine Outs. And through networking,
introduction to a host of other local activities.
Adding further interest to our monthly meetings (last Friday of each
month at the Balnarring Community Hall commencing at 9.00 am) are
our guest speakers.
At our February meeting on Friday 22nd Michael Doherty will speak on
the historic Burke and Wills Expedition.
At our March meeting on Friday 29th our own choir will entertain us
with a recital of their work.
For further information contact Peter on 5931 3237 or check our web site
http://probussouthpacific.org.microsites/balnarring/home

Gutter Vacuum Cleaning
Pressure Cleaning Window Cleaning
Solar Panel Cleaning
Poly Tank Cleaning
Special Offer for Bridge Readers:
Book 2 of our services and we will give a
10% Discount

Call Now: 0411 314 104

*$20m Liability Insurance
*Staff are police checked & Height Safety Trained

www.gutterwiz.com.au
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Selling with The Coast
Partner with the trusted coastal property specialists
Selecting the best real estate agency team to sell your home is vital to achieving an
outstanding result. As the trusted coastal property specialists, we are experts in selling
homes along the Mornington Peninsula’s spectacular Western Port coast and hinterland.
The Coast team are committed to providing exceptional service and a unique real estate
experience that you’ll remember for all the right reasons.

Your Local Team: Jackie, David, Egidio and Andrew

best buyers to your home and achieving outstanding results.

A better way to
connect buyers
and sellers

Proven systems
and a trusted team
approach

Expert knowledge along
the Western Port coast
and hinterland

Thinking of selling? Call the trusted local team today.
www.thecoast.com.au - Ph: 03 5983 1980
Shop 27A, Balnarring Village Shopping Centre
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BALNARRING LADIES PROBUS
If you are a retired or semi-retired lady looking for good company and interesting activities,
come along to Balnarring Ladies Probus.
We have Stimulating Speakers, Book Group, Scrabble, Café Group, Craft Group, Films,
Walking Group, Convivial Luncheons, Outings and Shopping Trips, as well as a
regular monthly Newsletter to keep you up to date with events.
Join us as our guest for any meeting at:
Balnarring Hall No. 2 (opposite the shops)
10am on the 4th Wednesday of the month
You will be made very welcome.
Just come along or get further information from:
Eileen 5983 5053 or Joan 0408 134 143

47

48

Balnarring Musos Open Mike Nights
in February and March
Wednesdays
February 13th and 27th
March 13th and 27th
at Balnarring Hall
Doors open at 7pm; music starts at 8pm and ends at 11pm.
Tea and coffee available, or (over18s) bring a bevvie to enjoy.
Come along and have a ball!!
A huge thank you to all who continue to donate
at the door to help us to pay our way
and support musical endeavour within our community.
Thank you to all who help set up and pack up.
It’s a big job and the help is appreciated.
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Working Bee at Balnarring Beach: All Welcome!
A dedicated group of Balnarring Beach ratepayers and members of the Foreshore
Committee are inviting anyone with a heart for the environment to take part in our
monthly working bee.
Our hard-working group meets on the last Sunday of the month at 10 am
at the rotunda next to the beach store at Balnarring Beach.
The next 2 working bees are on Sundays,
February 24th and March 31st .
We usually work till 12 noon and enjoy a free cup of coffee or a drink afterwards at
the Balnarring Beach shop.
It is always a great opportunity to have a chat.
Paul, our Ranger always has some important work for us to do, be that weeding or
planting freshly cleared terrain with new plants. Some of these plants are propagated
and raised over many months in our nursery.
If you can make it please bring gloves and wear sturdy footwear.
We hope to see many of you there.
Cheerio and many thanks to all who attend.
Rupert Steiner, for the Balnarring Beach Foreshore Committee working bee.

Combined Probus Club of Balnarring
New members are very welcome.
We meet at the Balnarring Community Hall, Frankston/Flinders Rd.
Balnarring, on the 3rd Friday of the month at 10.00am.
Meetings consist of short general business, morning tea and speaker or
other organised activity.
Interest groups include gardening, walking, book club, cinema, film
discussion, photography, singing for fun, cards, scrabble, backgammon,
dine out, travel.
We arrange interesting outings, also spring and autumn trips away.
Please contact Patsy Wilson on: 5983 9949
or Email: grapatwilson@bigpond.com
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THE BRIDGE
CONTRIBUTING TO THE BRIDGE
The Bridge is a bi-monthly independent community magazine for Balnarring and
surrounding areas. The views expressed within are those of the writers and not necessarily
those of the Editor, Community or any organisation. Financial contributions are welcomed
and a form to fill in is within this issue should you wish to contribute a donation.
GUIDELINES FOR THE BRIDGE CONTRIBUTIONS
The contributor’s name must appear with the article and contact information is
recommended. If emailing, please use A4 page format with 1.5cm margins, 14 point font
size and single spacing. Headings with a font of 18. Send as a Word or Pages format file to
info@bridgemag.com.au or PO Box 248 Balnarring VIC 3926. Ideally, file sizes no bigger
than 1.5MB please.
Deadlines for submissions are as follows:
January 10th (February/March issue)
March 10th (April/May issue)
May 10th (June/July issue)
July 10th (August/September issue)
September 10th (October/November issue)
November 10th (December/January issue)
Our number of pages is limited so “first come, first served”. Submissions for multiple
issues must be made each issue unless otherwise agreed. Acronyms to be written in full at
first mention followed by the acronym in brackets, e.g. “Community Centre (C.C.)”.
The primary focus of The Bridge is to promote free community events. Volunteer
organisations are encouraged to submit up to one page per month and will not be
charged. All entries that create income, including employment and housing, count as
adverts. “What’s On” entries are Free with a paid advert, or a small fee applies for
income-creating entries otherwise. Personal words from individuals are also free to enter.
Businesses holding events, workshops, etc. in the coming months are encouraged to
contribute.
Content that speaks negatively of any individual or group will not be published. Groups
should comment on their own activities only, unless in appreciation. The editorial review
team reserve the right to edit and/or refuse contributions where necessary. Copyright on
images used remains the responsibility of the contributor, and photographers must be
credited.
Please contact us for ad rates or visit our website www.bridgemag.com.au.
Please send queries regarding fees to info@bridgemag.com.au
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